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■ Not more tban threx volumes shall be 
J taken out at the same time, and no books 
- shall be permitted to be taken or used, but 
bjr the owner of a share or his family. 

For the first year after the admission of 
a Book, a fine of ten cents is incurred for 
each Library-day it may be kept beyond th« 
time limited on the cover ; and after that 
time, of seventeen cents per week, if de* 
tained beyond five weeks ; — for abuse of 
-^ Books, the value thereof when new. If 
^any Book be lost, the same must be re- 
placed by a similar volume, or by paying 
the current price of a new Volume ; if it btt 
* part of a set, the remainder must be taken» 
paying the current price of a new set. 

XHRSK D0L1.ARS assessment must ba 
paid previous to the delivery of any Book^ 
after the annual meeting. 

All Books must be returned into the Li- 
brary ten days previous to the annual meet- 
ing, which is always on the second Fridaj 
of June, for inspection ; fine for 
pliance is one dollar. 

Books must be called for by their 
bers, and not by their titles. 

The Library is opened every, Tiieflday» 
Thursday, and Saturday afternoons, from 8 
to 6, in summer ; and 8 to ((, in winter ;— 
also, every Saturday forenoon, from 10 to 
1 o'clock. 

No person shall be allowed to go withia 
the railing, or to take dbwn any Book^ 
without the special leave of the Librariniu 

The present price of a ahare it M dollui. 
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SKETCHES 

FROM 

NATURE. 



THE APOLOGY. 

IT is much eafier tp read a book, 
than TO write one; — and fliould 
any fceptical gendeman doubt this 
propofition, I wifh^ for his own fa- 
tisfadlion^ he w2^d make the expe- 
riment. 

— -A reader may, either mth or 

without his fpe&acles, as he and his 

eyes can fettle it, travel through a 

volume juft. at what rate he pleafes, 

or ftop (hort the inftant that he finds 

Y0L.IL B his 
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Ills road unentertaining; but a poor " 
devil of an author muft go on with 
the utmoft caution, — looking back- 
wards, and forwards, and fideways, and 
endways — and hath bufinefs enough 
on his hands, to keep every thing 
tight together, that his*work doth 
not tumble to pieces.— He is in truth, 
only the reader*s pioneer, to clear all 
obftrudlions, open his views, and ren- 
der his way cheerful.— 

As every advantage feems to be , 
thrown on the reader's fide, I muft, 
as an author, contend, that there are 
fome indulgences due to us.~-I do 
iiot prefume to hint, that we have the 
privilege of taking a nap, becaufe our 
reader hathi on the contrary, it is 
incumbent on us to keep his eyes 
open as long as poOible, as his fleep 
may be death to usi— but furcJy, while 

wc 
8 
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Vft arc bufied in entertaining him, wc 
fnay be aUowed a little recreation 
ourfdves, — and if a delicious mca-r 
dow, or a tempting piece of greener 
fward, lies by the road-fide^ what 
literary code it there, to prohibit piir 
taking a banter over it^ thbugh itlif^ 
otit of the ftraight line of our jour- 
ney ? — For my own part, whenever 
the old horfe I rid« hath a mind for 
a friflc, either to the ri^t, or the 
left, I feci that I muft, and will, in- 
dulge his humour, in fpite of all the 
canons of criticifm. — As long as it is 
natural, they nSay fire and welcomc.-~ 
— Now ftrmght lines are, and ever 
were, my averfion; — my writing- 
mafter oould never tempt me when a 
child, to ufc them;— they may fcrvc 
admirably well for rulers — walking- 
flicks — mafts— or may-poles, ~ but 
B 2 the 
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the line^ cf beauty difavows them.-^ 
The French, it is true, lay out their 
roads by them, becaufe their notions 
of liberty and property, allow them 
to cut through any thing, — ^but ours 
in this country, being* more delicate 
on the fubjeft, it is by many curves 
—and windings— and pleafant turn- 
ings, that we get from town to town, 
—In fhort, Jiraight lines are now ab- 
folutely exploded,-— they are not found 
to lead to the preferments of the 
worldj— nor do hereditary virtues, or 
fortunes, run any longer in them ! 
— Every road from Berwick upon 
Tweed to Penzance, is zig-zag — 
every rhodern walk and plantation, 
zig-zagy'-^wtry avenue about court, 
zig-zagy^^dindi fo too are all our idea%j 
-— nay, and what is much to be la- 
;ncntcd, fo ^re all our lives too,— ? 

—And 
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—And this is that which frets thcTr 
reverences fo much ; and will, tt) the 
end of time, furnifli us with new vo- 
lumes of fcrmons,' — 

—However difgufting to the eye 
the ftraigbt line may- appear," yet any 
digreflion from it, which, after a little 
curve, reverts into it; becomes a 
pleafing form; — and fliould digref- 
fions interfed: the ftraigbt line on the 
other fide alfo, the whole united, takes 
nearly the figure of Mercury's Ca^ 
duceus, which is indilputably the true 
ferpentiney and the fineft model to 
Write by ; — and befides, being perfeft- 
ly antique^ you had better go to bed, 
be you who you will, than open your 
mouth againft it*-— 

• — Having faid thus much in fup- 

port of an author's privilege, and at 

the fame tinrile^ in favor of o^cqfional 

B 3 digrejfionsj 
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digri^ons, not only in my own work,.— ^ 
but in any work, — or in every work, 
•^ I bcfcech the reader^ (hoirtd he 
chance to fee me fet off on a fudden^, 
that he would not halloo after me, 
but that he will c(mclude, I am in 
purfuk of fometlung for his fervice,— 
and confider that every writer knows,. 
^r fhould know, his way home, and 
is bound to take care of his owa 
neck.— 

— ^And now, courteous reader^ 
let us fet forward once more together- 
' — If thou really haft a claim to the 
appellation I have given thee, tfiou 
art juft the perlbn I am looking for^ 
whenever I fet pen to paper :— but if, 
on the contrary, thou haft refined 
away thy power of being pleafed y — 
if thou canft facrifice thy feelings 
to rules, — and be out of humour at 

every 
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every little thing that may happen 
amifs — e*en let us feparatc the firft 
/hort turning we come to> for I would 
not travel with thee, though thou 
ihouldfl: defray my cxpenccs to the 
world's end.'-i 
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THE HOY. 

T WISH, from my heart, I had giverr 
it the gentleman, thought I ! — as 3 
perfon who fat next to me at Lang- 
ford's, was chaffering for a book, 
which he wilhed for, in a lot of feve- 
ral I had juft bought, — for whilft he 
was peftering me about proportioning 
the purchafe money, I inattentively 
miffed another lot that foon followed, 
which was a very fcarce Spanish ro- 
mance, I had long been^in queft o^ 
and had come purpofely to buy> 
which was flapped up by a book-fan^ 
€iery merely on account. of its fcarcity„ 
for he knew not a word of the lan- 
guage it was wrote in. — 

I am at this inftant almoil in the 
fame iuuation 1 for while I have been 

capitulating 
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capitttlating with the reader,— or, as^ 
the law would term it,, fettling articles 
of agreement with him, here is the 
devil and all to do in Margate j— half 
a dozen men tied up in facks, and 
bopping for a pig — ^^three jack-affe& 
running for a Cheshire cheefe, and 
a fmock-race on the fands, — and all 
the world there,— whilft the prize^ 
decorated with ribbands> is- carried in* 
proceiTion on a pole, like a pdpiib. 
nclmue.-r*Every circumftance of life 
is proportionate -, — the GolJen Pippitu 
onMount Ida did hot more agitate 
the thFec Celeftid competitors, than* 
this little objeftdid our thr&s terrejiriai 
©ncs here.— Happy flie who conquers !- 
— as the lafs with a fhift to her back^ 
flands a far better chance for prefer- 
ment, than ihe who has none. — And 
fee the viftrix hasjt flipped over hetf 

running 



running drefs, and marches off tri-. 
umphant, — with a drum before her 
•*— and a mob at her heels !*— • 

But this is not half the buttle; for 
two HoY/5 arc juft arrived from Lon- 
don, their decks covered with new 
comers, and all Margate running 
down to the Pier-bead to fee them 
land.— I doubt whether I am flout 
enough to run too, — but I will be 
amongft them as fad as I can waIk.-~ 
If I lean over this rail, I fhall fee tipm 
all come afiiore* — 

Mercy on me I-**! think the y(tKko 
city of London is aboard of Ihi^H— 
fix !— eight ! — ten !— twenty !— thirty I 
—•fifty ! — feventy I— I can never go on 
reckoning at this rate, — ^What! — ^are 
all the {hops fhut up ?— 

.—Or have you been all ^//> good 
people ? — 

—Or 
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. —Or arc you coine here to be bit T 
— The wind has been dreadfully 
againft you the whole way !— 

*-Why, as fail: as the boats fill,, 
the deck is covered again with new 
faces' that rife out of the hold I— 
There is no end of it 1— I will pofitively 
count na more* — Nay> ladies, you 
need not fay how fick you have been^ 
—your looks will vouch for you. — 
A tedious paflage,— high fea, — all 
the pumps continually going,— and 
iio room to flir, even to the Ihip's 
4|k on neceflary calls — it is mon^ 
iTOufly inconvenient! — but it is afurty 
^phafure^ and that is enough. — 

Ha I — ^What is your Worfliip come 
^own too?— and Madam? — and lit- 
tle Mifs ? — ^pray take care how you? 
get up the ftcps. — All for the water^ 
•I fuppofc ? — ^Blefs me, and I fee yonder 

your 
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your tfirifty neighbour the Common- 
Council Man on the deck — he ha» 
made the voyage, I perceive, in his 
night cap,' and is now pulling his wig 
from his great-coat pocket, in order td 
effeft.a decent landing.— 

Give that fat lady, in the Brun/wict^ 
your ariti, my lad ;— don't you fee how 
lame (he is ? — poor foul I— fcarce a leg 
to ftand on. — If the fea can fet her up- 
right, it muft work a miracle ! — 

Confidering the freight, and the 
live ftock, thefe veiTels have brought 
down, I am in aftonilhment wtfk 
they could flow fo many odd bun- 
dles, artd bandboxes befides. — ^Why 
there is two at leaft to every paffen- 
gcr, — filled, no doubt, with all the 
neweft-falhioned curls, — pompoons 
-—caps, — and apologies for caps. — 
We ihall certainly have a general re- 
view 
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view of them at Mitchener's next 
Ball,— and the heads they belong to— 
and the people who own the heads.— 
But now all the world is, fcamper- 
ing another way after two coaches 
and four, and three poft-chaifes ;— 
butcfiers, — bakers, — hair-dreflers, — 
and milliners, — running in a cloud of 
dull at their fide ; and all the bathers 
elbowing each other, and contending 
for the honour of ducking the com» 
pany who are in them.-— 

• —The more the merrier, if you 
ca(|but fiiid beds to creep into. — ^Well, 
—It is a mighty pleafant thing to be 
on one's t^vels, — and nothing, fo fa- 
fliionable — ^for fick, or well, no-body 
'ftays at home. — 

I am glad, however, that I have 
got the ftart of fome of you, and am 
not juft fctting out on mine. — 

THE 
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THE RID E. 

y GROW weary of the traveller, 
who pefters one with every thing 
he fees; carrying his pen and ink, 
like an excifeman, at his button- hole, 
to minute down his obfcrvations on 
every gutter he croffes. — There is 
fcarcely any confiderable objeft, be- 
tween Shooter's Hill and Mount 
-^TN A, which hath not been dcfcribcd, 
well, or ill, by fome author or other; 
—a hint ftrong enough to deternaine 
me to defcribe nothing profeffedly,— 
b^t to travel and write ill my own 
way, which I can demonftratc to be 
^ the very beft way yet hit on, and at- 
tended with the lead: fatigue to thofc 
who travel with one.— 
—Whoever gives long, or laboured 

defcriptions, 
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defcriptions, loads his reader with a 
<}uantity oi matter of fa3 Vfhich lies 
a dead weight on his head, as he goes 
on, and which many indeed have not 
a head to bear j — but by offering him 
no more than Sketches, his imagi- 
narion {(hould the out-lines be judi* 
ciouQy taken) is complimented, and 
fet at work ; iDufied to fill . up all the 
lights and Ihadcs, and give every part 
its true tone of colouring.— 

Wherever I turn my eye. Nature 
is the great objeft it fixes on.— I catch 
all the little incidents Ihe throws in 
my way, — whether they arife from 
her ftknti^cenes that folicit our ad- 
4nirationi or froni hcvMilive ones that 
intereft our paffions* — ^This fteady at- 
tention to all her movements, renders 
niy walks and my rides luxurious j— 
1 contemplate with delight the fim- 

plicity 
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plicity of the cottager, and all tlie 
domefftic x)ccurrenccs of artlefs life—' 
not a Ihell, or a fea-weed, that the 
wave throws on the fliore^ not a wild 
flower that illumines the corn-field, 
nor a butterfly that flutters acrofs my 
horfc's head, but awakens fome agree- 
able idea in my mind. — : 

La Pibrre when he is riding with 
me, often interrupts me with his offi- 
cious care; and conceives I am not 
well when I ftop fliort on a fudden, 
to mufe over any of thefe trivial cir- 
cumftances. — He has {o much naivete 
and good htimour, that one cannot 
be diipleafed with him; andltoo mucht. 
of the Frenchman to comprehend 
what it is that engages me. — The 
Js ne vols ritrty which is his con:imon 
reply, may come as naturally from 
<hc mouth of many -of my readers, 

who 
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'who are daily treading under foot, or 
paffing -by unnoticed, the litde ob-r 
jefts which contribute xo my enter-r 
tahment. — 

The r^afon is, that'thcir eyes are 
looking another way,— 

Ah! voila monpdis! cries La Pier re, 
within emphafis that ihewed the ex- 
clamation was warm from his heart. 
— So L knew which wc^y his eyes were 
hoking — for I was jiift then riding in 
a moft lovely evening, on that beau- 
tiful terrace that runs from the North 
Foreland, to Broad-Stairs, with 
the French coaft ftretched in full view 
before me. — My. mind kindled with 
delight at the fight of the azure exr 
panfe of waters beneath me, and the 
many bufy white fails that were cut- 
ting their way acrofs it. — The ra- 
diance of the fetting fun defcending 

Vol, IL C in 
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in flames of gol4, g^e a glow to every 
thing aimind — the inmoft recefies of 
my bf eaft felt its vrarmth.— 

I -wonder, fays La Pierre, "whtt 
they are doin^ iufl: now at Amiens ?— 

r—Why undoubtedly clofing fuch-a 
day as this with a dance. — 

— And dancing at Paris, — and at 
Lyons, — and in the plains of Lak* 
GuEDoc, — and along the ihore of 
Marseille— and in the Moon too, 
for any thing we know to the con- 
trary.— 

Vive Jajoie — a, cheerful lieart can 
never be a bad one ! — 

— The deuce take this poor fel- 
low's inquifitivencfs, for ftarting up 
all thefe ideas, for now that he has 
got me as far as Marseille, I am in 
the midft of all their baftides and 
orangeries^ and all the glitter and pcr- 

funic 
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Toffle x)f that ^encbanting coaifti— *9Ad 
^ am -dancing with them^ uncier tbcir 
mulberry- trees^ to the tabour and 
'pipci— and my ear is full of their little 
iprighdy airs^— and my mind crowd- 
ed with a thoufand occurrenecs that 
^bcfcl me there. — 

—Well, ^ii»^S|^»^il^n?5— 
and as memory, fays I, can ride poft 
at this rate, 1*11 often have a peep at 
you, and dance with you again, and 
again. — 

Thou art a happy, lively, fenfible 
people ! — Thy country teems with 
men of genius, who cultivate thofe 
arts which embellifh life; and that 
eafe of manners which fweetens fo- 
ciety ! — when nature hath placed ii$ 
fo near each other, I grieve we fliould 
be fo frequently foesl— 

A plague on the paltry intercfts of 
C 2 <he 
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ttie world! — that the catching a Tittle 
fifh in another quarter of the globe, 
or a conteft for a little dominion^ in 
a land of favages, Ihould arm natioa 
againft nation, — make them (ufpend all 
the graces bf courtefy, — arid involve 
fuch legions of wretches in the com* 
plicated miferies of war ! — 
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THE OLD SERVANT. 

'THE reflefted light from the white 

cliffs of France, on which my 

eyes were fixed,, made them appear tq^* 

prefs forward on my fight ; and while 

my imagination was taking a frilk 

from the Streights of Dover,, to 

the Mediterranean, and dropping 

a figh, over political neceflity — I 

found I had thrown the reins of my 

horfe on his neck, who had taken the 

advantage, of my inattention, to pick. 

up a little clover that grew by the 

way-fide.— 

~Nay, — if it be thy will,.old com- 
panion,, fays I, e'en take the other 
bitej — the farmer will be never the 
poorer for the mouthful thou flialt 
carry away;— did he know thy good 
C 3 quail- 
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qnaliries, Ke would kfe thee cat tKy 
fill.— 

—I will not interrupt thy pleafura-^ 
ble momentSj-r-fo prithee feed on.— 
Long have I wiftied an occafion to re- 
Cord thy deferts^ thou faithful oW 
fervant!- — It now prcfents itfelfj- — 
and thou fhalt have a page in my 
book^ though it provoke the fneer o£ 
the critic— -It is thy due, for thou' 
haft given me health*— EuU many a- 
year haft thou journeyed with me,, 
through the uneven ways of the world I, 
— ^We have tugged up many a. fteep. 
hiUj. and borne the buffet of the tem-r- 
pcft together \ — 1 have had the labours 
of thy youth, and thy age hath k 
claim on me, which, while I have fix- 
pence in my pocket, 1 date not re- 
fufe.— 

— Tnou (halt not, when thy ftrcngth 
\ 2 ss 
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» cxhaufted, be configned to poverty 
and toil !— or> as thou paficft by my 
door, lafhed on. by locne unfeeling 
owner, look at me with the fev^re eye 
of reproach !— - 

—Had THAT HAND, which fa- 
ftiioned u& both,, endued thy fpecics 
with the faculty of fpeech> in. what 
bitrernefs of heart would they com- 
plain of the ingratitude <^ ours !-~ 

—In the wide extent of the animal 
.seign^ there fcarce exifts an objedfc 
from which man may not borrow 
fomc ufeful hint;.— thouy my trufty 
friend, haft offered me no inconfider- 
able one ^^, — thou never aimedft to ^- 
pear what thou- waft not;,— a fteady 
walk,, or a cheerful trot,, was. all thou: 
attemptedft— nay, perhaps it wa»: as 
much as thy mafter himfclf afpired to ;, 
<-»and when remembrance lhall be 
C 4, weighing; 
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weighing thy merits, the fciale {haU' 
turn in thy favor, when I refleft, that 
thou fcornedft to defert the path.ot 
nature for the perilous one of affeHa- 
tion /— 

— Is it not owing to this error, that 
fo many »^^i, whom Providence had> 
dcftined for the plougby or the flxafty 
are daily provoking a horje-laugh in: 
the world, by awkwardly ftriving to 
imitate the graces of the /i^r/i or the 
caprioles of the manage ?. 
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THE STORY OF MARIANNE./ 

AS I devoted moft of my after- 
noons to Clehmont,, and his 
family,:— on calling in, this evening, I. 
found Amelia had fent Marianne 
to the rooms, with fome young pco^ 
pie of her acquaintance.. — I have al- 
moft been compelled, fays, (he, to force* 
her out J — fhe loves retirement much 
more than I wifti her to do — I think 
her fpirits, though commonly very 
good, require fometimes the relaxa- 
tion of public fcenes, to divert them 
from the recoUeftion of domeftic 
events, which are every now and then 
painful to her. — And yet,.. if it is not 
to accompany me, it is with the ut- 
moft difficulty I. can. prevail on her 
to mix in the world. 

~I be- 
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— r believe^ in general, faid I, Ma^^ 
dam, that young and ingenuous minds, 
whofe expeftations^ of it have been^ 
fomewhat deeeivcd, are not eafily 
brought tjo be on good terms with, 
it again r — the hope of youth is ar- 
dent, and its fenfibility proportionably 
acute. — 

— I fear, indited, returned Amelia,. 
that fuch have been her imprcffions i. 
and as fhe has a heart fafliioned fop 
all the virtues of fociety, I moll ear- 
neftly wiik to fee them effaced. — i 
know, (he entertains the higheft opi- 
nion of you, and is much flattered by 
the attention you have fhewn her;,— a^ 
few hints therefore from you,, when 
opportunity offers, would, I am per- 
fuaded^ have great weight with her j: — 
and as we are now alone, if my bro- 
tiier will take up the newsrpaper^ 

and 



amf fufpcnd his party for half air 
Uoxffy, I will, add a few particulars to 
the general idea I have given you 
before,, of her. fituationj and ftie fhall; 
know from me^^that you are apprized; 
of the whole. — 

—When my muchrldved friend, her 
mother,, died, (he left only two chil- 
dren, — MiAMA^^NE, who had then 
jnft compleated her fixteenth year,, 
and her brother Edmund, who was. 
three-«and-twenty 5. — but fo oppofite 
were their chara&ers, that no one who> 
ftnew them' intimately, could have 
ftippofed they fprang from the fame: 
parents,^— She, all tendernefs and un- 
difguifed nature; — he, a compound: 
of artifke, and meannefs> — guiding 
«vcry adion by avarice and intereft,, 
but tacniihing his deportment with fo; 
^ mucb^ 
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much plaufibility, that his hypo*^ 
crify not only deceived the world into^ 
a favourable opinion of him, but im- 
pofed on the heart of his fifter, even 
though flue fometimes doubted his 
conduft. 

Though the father furvived his 
lady near four years^ yet her lofs af- 
fefted him fo deeply, that his health 
began to decline, apace. — Edmund 
had fo induftrioufly pradlifed on him 
all his aflumed powers to pleafe, and. 
was befides on fuch excellent terms 
with himfelf, that he doubted not. but 
his merits would inevitably intitle him 
to the whole inheritance of his fa- 
ther's eftate j. — and as a fifter was a 
very inconfiderable objetft in a family,, 
he conceived the trifling portion which, 
would be allotted her, he might be. 

cafily 
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^aTily able to pay off, by hi« profcf- 
dion at the bar, which began now to 
be profitable to him. 

WhileEDMUND*s vanity was nourifli' 
iog thefe flattering ideas, the condudb 
•of Mar I Ai«p towards her father, was 
fuch as is the natural refiilt of the 
-trueft affeftion and duty. — Whether 
his penetration ever contrafted the 
real charafters of his two children, 
we know not — he appeared to. teftify 
an equal regard to both; — ^^but in the 
difpofition of his affairs, which was 
•communicated to no one till his death, 
he aded differently from the gene- 
rality of . parents'; who fuffer their 
pride totally. to fubdue the feelings of 
nature, when, to aggrandize .one child, 
they too often leave all the reft who 
have been equally the objedts of their 
tendcrncfs, cither in aftateof depen- 
dence, 
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dence^ or bequeath them fuch a SLlV* 
proportionate iprovifion, as the^r can 
but with the utcnoft diHicidty^.ibbfift 
on — ^a conduftj which, however it 
may be influenced by political views, 
hath ever appeared toJp irreconcile* 
able with parental tenderncfs.— 

On my confcience, lifter, fays .Cler- 
mont (taking his eyes from the news- 
.papcr he was reading) you argue this 
matter admirably well! — You will 
have all the younger children in the 
r^ation of the fame opinion!— 

— Prithee, brother, 'do not difturb 
my ftory. — 

—Do not make it longer then than 
^tEviHtng-fofty — for I muft have my 
jparty at ba€k-gammon«««- 



THE 
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THE STORY OF MARIANNE. 

IMMEDIATELY on the Father's 
death, rcfumcd Amelia — who had 
never even l^ed to his children, the 
teftamentary oupofition he had made 
—Edmund privately opened his will^ 
Ind to his great aftonifhment, found 
Ills father had btqueathcd the fum of 
ten thotifand pounds to Marianne, 
chargeable on his eftate, which w«s 
^ucd at about twenty-three thou- 
fand, — leaving his fon the eftate, to- 
gether with the fum of two thoufand 
•pounds which he had in money. — 

This fo thoroughly difconcertcd 
"Edmund's views, that, availing hitn-. 
fdf of a declaratioh dropped from his 
fifter, that Ihc never had heard her 
&cher ^mention a ^ilU he conceived 
• the 



*the idea of concealing this, he had 
found; and It was^ prefumed in the 
family that there aftually exifted none; 
— but a duplicate having been de-. 
pofited by the father, in the hands of 
a friend, who was gon||*o fettle fome 
dffairs at Lisbon, at his return three 
months after, underftanding that hts 
61d acquaintance was deceafed during 
his abfence, he waited on the family 
with the counterpart, that had been 
entrufted to his care. — 

This circumftance threw Edmund 
into fuch a^ confternation, as wanted 
an explanation, to thdfe who were 
witneffes of it ; though the real caufe 
was fometime after conjedtured, when 
the other part of the will, (to which 
there was a reference on the cover of 
• the duplicate) was produced by Ed- 
MUND/and pretended to be found very 

\)bfcurely 
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♦ibfcurely mixed, among fbmc infig- 
flificant papers of his father's. 

Marianne had too much pene- 
tration not to be ftartled at this ac« 
cidentj— it led her to fufpicions not 
very favourable to her brother, — but 
it offered her a noble -and unexpefted 
independency-; and -.gave .a heart fo. 
full of fenfibility as her'a, the higheft 
joy; as it was the ftrongeft teftimony 
of her fathcr*s having approved the 
duty and affefHon Ihe had Ihewn 
him. — 

Edmund began now to call in aid, 
that hypocrify, of which he was fo 
much maftcr.;— the affedted to veil his 
difappointment with great good-hu- 
mour, — he paid every poflible atten- 
tion to his fitter^ and often expreffed 
fcis fatisfaftion, at the provifion his 
father had made for her.— At other 
Vol. JI^ D times. 
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times, when he found opportunities, 
that were favourable, he would put 
on a dejefted air, — lament the concern 
he felt to part with the family eftate, 
— which he acquainted her he muft be 
under the ncccflity of doing, from 
his inability to keep it up, with fuch 
a heavy charge as her fortune was, on 
it; which infinitely exceeded in pro- 
portion, the ufual difpofitions made 
to daughters,— that he had bcfides 
contrafted feveral large debts in his 
father's life time, which would over- 
ftiadqw all his future purfuits, — and 
in, conclufion, that he faw no method 
by which he could be extricated from 
the many difficulties that preffed him, 
unlefs Marianne would, from her af- 
feftion to him, relinquilh part of her 
claim.— He added, that no one was fo 
near to her, as himfelf, — nor did his 

modefty 
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modefly fcruple to hint, that half the 
fum his father had bequeathed her, 
would command whatever a reafonable 
woman could require. — 

Marianne, who knew that the 
exaft parfimony which direfted Ed- 
mund's conduft, by no means tallied 
with the declaration he had made 
concerning his private ihcumbrances, 
^ften felt the awkwardnefs of her 
fituatioji >; — it ftartled —it embarrafled 
her i — and her benevolence, ever more 
awake than her caution, prompted 
her one day, when he had renewed 
the fame fubje<5t, to fay, in general 
terms, that a brother's happinefs could 
not but influence her's— that the ge- 
ncrofity of her father had been his 
own free aft, and till the produflion 
<jf his wiU, totally unknown to her, 
— ^and that, fhould any event in life 
D 2 arife. 
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arife, in ^vhich (he could be inftrumen- 
tal to his welfare, he might reft Sa- 
tisfied, flie fhould retain a difpofition 
of being fo. — 

— Avarice often defeats its own de- 
figns, by purfuing them with an ill- 
judged ardouri — this was Edmund's 
cafe, — who, conceiving that the kind 
avowal of his fitter would precipitate 
her into his ftratagem, thought it now 
a favourable crifis to produce a deed 
that he had prepared ^ — whereby, 
. from motives of afFedbion, (he agreed, 
that in cafe his affairs fhould require 
it, to accept of five thoufand pounds 
for her fortune, in lieu of the ten 
thoufand, bequeathed her by her fa- 
ther ^ — he affedled indeed to give a 
plaufible colour to the propofal, by 
faying, that it retted on events very 
remote — that moft probably he never 

IhouU 
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ihoold (land in need of it, — but only 
withed that the deed fhould remain as 
a mark of love between them. — 

Marianne inftantly faw through 
the defign, and turned pale at the 
idea of its bafenefs; — (he concealed 
however, in fome meafure, her indig- 
nation ; and with as much compofure 
as ftie could fummon, told Edmund, 
that his propofal was beyond her 
power to gratify; — and though you 
dignify it, fays (he, with the appel- 
lation of a mark of love^ yet believe 
me, brother, it is not only unworthy 
of you, but unworthy of me — it be- 
trays a total diffidence in my honour, 
by endeavouring to fetter, with the 
obligations of law, any a6t of affec- 
tion which ought only to be the refult 
of inclination, — nor ihoxAdi^^ompHlJion 
D'j ever 
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ever cfFeft that in my heart,. whicfr 
€boice could not decide. — 

Edmund endeavoured to explain 
away the ill appearance of his^ defign,, 
by wifliing her to think,. it was only 
in confequence of the good inten- 
tions^ which (he had teftified towards- 
him;: — and Marianne retiring, left: 
him in full poflefllon of thofe fceU ' 
ings,. which arife from the mifcarriage 
and detedion of a diflionourable ac- 
tion.— 

As my young friend had been 
trained up by her deceafed mother,.. 
to look on me with the moft affec- 
tionate regard, fhe had accuftomed- 
herfelf, on every occafion,,to open her 
heart to me without referve. — I per- 
ceived how much it was diftreffed by 
her brother's conduft; and havings 

immediately 
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immecEately on her father's death, inh 
vited her to the proteftion of my 
roof,^ I now faw nnany reafons to in- 
fill on her accepting it without delay ; 
— which fhe accordingly foon did,— 
preferving at the fanne tinrie, all thofe 
appearances, which w^ both of us 
wiflied fhould ftiU be maintained. 

— I wiU not dwell longer on a cha- 
rafter which can only afford pain to 
a man of your turn of mind 5 let me 
only add, that- Edmund had free ac- 
Gcfs to my houfe whenever he pleafed, 
and continued to be received, if not 
with confidence, yet always with at- 
tention J— till an eve-nt arofe, which of 
neceflity precluded him from any fu-* 
ture intercourfe with us, 

—Marianne's father had teftified- 
a particular regard to a young man 
of good fanfiily, of the name of Ster- 

D 4 LINGy. 
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iiNG, with fome of whofe relation^;, 
he had been much conneded ; he had 
alfo fufficient intereft to introduce him 
fo fortunately into the fervice of the 
East India Company, that by hiS' 
abilities and gpod conduft, he was 
appointed to the command of a Ihip, 
at a much earlier period than young 
• men in general attain fuch promo- 
tion ; and had, by the time her father 
died, made one voyage as captain, 
with great credit and advantage to 
himfelf, and was on his return from 
his fecond. — 

The grateful fenfe he ever retained 
of her father's fervices, made Captain 
Sterling, when at home, a frequent 
vifitoj; at the houfe; and it wais 
about feven months before he return- 
ed from his fecond voyage, that lie loft 
his friend and benefadlor.— As his fa- 
mily 
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mlity and minCy had aifo- enjoyed a* 
long intimacy, he was accuftomed to 
call on me often ; but I found his vh- 
ks now were more than ufually re>» 
F^cedi and foon perceived there was 
a perfon under my roof, that attraded 
him more ftrongly than myfelfj — I 
thought alfo, that the attachment was 
apparendy reciprocal on the part of 
my youflg friend, — and 1 faw it with 
infinite pleafure— as I fincerely wiflied 
an union, which on bath fides bid fo 
fair for happinefs. 

Captain Sterling was about nine 
years older than Marianne j. his fi- 
gure was pleafing and manly, — he 
poffefled great delicacy of fcntimtnt> 
■^ and was- one who governed his life 
l>y the principles of the niceft honouF j 
"-he was as much enamoured of her 
mind, as of her perfon, — and his love 

was 
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was poffibly heightened by the idea: 
of her being the daughter of a friend^ 
Y^hofe kind ofKces he ever recoUcfted 
with the warnciefl: gratitude.— 

Her afFcftion was founded on a ba*- 
fis equally frrni : — She had known him 
long 5 — fhe refpected the amiablenefs 
of his charafter,: — admired his cheerful> 
open temper, — and regarded him as 
a proteftor and companion,, with 
whom flic could,,hand iahand, lecure- 
ly tread the paths of future life. — It 
was a contraft^ uncontaminated oflj 
cither fide by intereft ;.^and as their 
wills depended on themfelvesj they 
had nothing but their own hearts to- 
oonfult. — 

— There was only one obftade,- 
which prevented the immediate com- 
pletion of their wifties :— The reputa- 
tion that Captain Sterling had ac- 
quired 
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quired among the DireSlors^ had pro* 
eured him foon after his return, a no- 
mination tagaout to Madrass and' 
Ghina> which is generally regarded asv 
the moft lucrative ftation to be named^ 
to,— and he was appointed to com- 
mand the Ingot, cfteemcd the finefl: 
Ihip in. the C^/w^tf^^'j fervice.-— As this 
was to be his laft voyage,, and that 
which would con^kat his fortune,. 
Acre were nnany reafons to induce thenm 
to defer their intended marriage till- 
his return, which would ^ not exceeds 
eighteen, or twenty months, and which, 
is now in a.few weeks expefted.^— 

—I hope,, fiftcr, fays Clermont,, 
turning round, that you will foon re- 
Icafe my friend, - from the comer,, 
where you. have penned him up— L 
am got within fight of the worm cakts 

and 



y 
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and the anodyne necklace ---hut^ however 
finifh your ftory. — 
. — As this intended union, conti* 
nued Amelia, wore fo fair a face to 
thofe who moft wifhed its connpletioa 
though it difconccrted the fecret 
hopes which Edmund ftill entertained 
of getting part of his filler's fortune, 
yet it precluded hini from (hewing any 
difapprobatloa of it ; — he afFefted to 
be greatly pleafed, — and to the few, 
who knew him as well as I did, he even 
made himfelf ridiculous by his over- 
awed fatisfaftion,-!— though all this was 
put on but the. better to conceal his 
defigns, which were as ill concerted, 
as they were bafe. 

— There is evermore, Madam, /aid 
I, a ftrange degree of weaknefs, which 
accompanies the aftions of bad men ; 

and 



t 45 1 

and it often feems, by this unguarded 
part of their conduft, that Providence 
makes them the inftruments of their 
owndeteftioni — 

Your reniark, replied Amelia, was 
fully juftified in Edmund, who, feme 
time after Captain Sterling's de- 
parture, began to fpeak of him in 
cooler terms than he was wont; fre- 
quently throwing out in converfation 
with his fifter, — that the difpofitions 
of gentlemen trained to the fea, par- 
took much of the unfteadinefs of the 
element they fail over; — that they 
were in reality as little to be relied 
on, being fond of forming attachments 
in every port; — and after thus gradual- 
• ly awakening her mind to diftruft, in- 
timated, under the fanftion of confi- 
dence, that he had reafon to believe 
there was one already fubfifting be- 
tween 
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tween her admirer, and a Mifs Daw- 
VERS, whom the Captain had taken 
out with him to Madrass; — that 
however unpleafant the tafk was, his 
own fraternal afFeftion prompted him 
to hint thus much.; and to add, that 
the conftancy of his own fex could 
not be much boafted of; and that the 
M^oman who built her happineis on the 
ifidelity of a hufband, knew not to 
rhow flight a hold Ihe trufted her 
peace.— 

This was probably juft the |)oint 
;his artifice led to, — his aim being 
firft to raifc doubts of her lover, the 
tranfition from which, to coolnefs^ 
would by no means be unnatural,-— 
and if her prefent engagement could . 
be diverted, it was poflible, that dif- 
appointment might make her cautious 
of forming a fecond..— At all cvcntSt 

it 
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it was a chance in his favour ; — and I 
was much furprifed when flie com- 
municated to me what had pafled, to 
perceive that Edmund had by his ad- 
drefs fo praftifed on her mind, as to 
have greatly daggered her in her opi- 
nion of Sterling. — Thefuppofed in- 
dignity difturbed her ; — and the good- 
ncfs of her own heart, left her too 
unguarded againft the duplicity of her 
brother/ 

I reprefented to Marianne, that 
the warmth of her afiiftion muft have 
betrayed her into this ill-founded 
alarm, and made her inattentive to 
the channel through which it was 
communicated; -— that as to Mifs 
Dan VERS, I knew enough of her, to- 
tally to difcredit the illiberal fcandal, 
*— that ihe had a firfl coufin at Ma- 
D|tASs^ who^ having acquired a con- 

fiderablc 
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Tiderable fortune, had foHcited lier, 
and her mother (who were his neareft 
relations) to conie over, and fettle 
near him, — that the mother was ever 
efteemed a fenfible, difcreet lady,— 
and as this appeared to me, to be a 
moft injurious afperfion, I affured her, 
that I would, for our mutual fatisfac- 
tion, endeavour to 'trace k to its 
fource. 

— There being a fliip on the point of 
failing, which was deftined immedi- 
ately to'MADRASS, there was a chance 
of its reaching that place nearly as 
foon as the Ingot ; whofe voyage thi- 
ther, muft have been retarded by 
her flay at the ifland of Madeira. 
— I wrote therefore, to Captain Ster- 
ling; and in the moft -delicate man- 
ner I could, told him the infinuations 
^that had been poured into Mari- 
anne's 
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ANTffE*s ears; — that the high opinion 
we both entertained of his honouf^ 
forbade us to give credit to themj— i 
but that I judged it proper to apprize 
him of the afperfion, that he might 
make my friend, who was the rnofl: 
interefted about it, perfeftly eafy* 

My letter reached him at Ma- 
DRASS ; and fortunately came to hand 
juft as an exprefs was about fetting 
out, to comet)ver-4and to the Company^ 
— by which he anfwered me in thofe 
ingenuous terms, which ever charac- 
terize innocence. — He told me, that 
the infinuations I alluded to, were fo 
unjuft, that he had forbore commu- 
nicating them to Mifs Danvers, 
whom he had conducted in fafety to 
her coufin, who had made' him the 
mofl: generous acknowledgments 5— 
that he doubted not but that this ma- 

VoL. II. E licious 
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Jicious artifice, originated from fomc 
gpe, who wilhed to few diflfention be- 
tween him, and the objeft of his happi- 
nefs; — in confirmation of which, heen- 
clofed me a letter, under the fignature 
q{ J! True FriendyV/hkh had reached 
him juft as he was failing from Ma- 
deira, — reflefting on Marianne, as 
being fond of every new admirer; and 
counfelling him not to preferve his 
heart for a woman, whofe Vanity 
fought for conqueft over nvany. — 
But I have written, added he, to af- 
fure her, that my reliance on her af- 
feftion, remains the fan:i€; — and that 
this work of fome malevolent fpirit, 
would, I truft„ as Uttle influence hcr's 
— as love. can only live where coziifi* 
dence reigns -, and it were impoflible 
that confi.denc€ and jealoufy could 
cxift together.— 

-rShocking 
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—Shocking as the idea was. Ma- 
iiiaNne and myfelf, after duly weigfi- 
ing every circumftancc, had now no 
-doubt, but that this intended niifchief 
was the lafl: unhappy flratagem of 
Edmund; nor did we long Wait an 
opportunity, to tax him as the author 
of a defign, which ftruck ac the peace 
of fo many hearts. 

— However the pradlice of well- 
ftudied hypocrify may enable a man 
to look a falfhood to the world, yet 
events unprepared for, may, by their 
fuddenncfs, often furprife him into 
conviftion 1 — there is a language*of 
nature impreffed on the human coun- 
tenance, far more powerful than words ! 
~and when I produced him the 
anonymous letter fent to Madeira, 
-his features all bore witnefs againft a 
tongue, that faltered in his own de- 
:E 2 fence; — 
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fence;— Jie trembled — he changed co- 
lour, — the blood which before was 
wont to animate his cheek, flew in- 
. ftantly to Ws heart, and his heart, 
afliamed of it, daflied it back into his 
face, — His confufed juftification but 
ftrengthened the proof — and he ftood 
before us, a pitiable example to how 
abjeft a (ituation a man may degrade 
himfelf, whofe mind is contaminated 
by bafenefs, and diflionour. — 

It was a fcene too painful to all, to 
be prolonged ; I therefore immedi- 
ately clofed it, and leading Marianne 
out of the room, told him, that as 
he had fo efFcftually torn afunder 
every tie of affeftion he might have 
claimed in a fifter*s heart, 1 now judged 
it neceffary, not only for her happi- 
nefs, but for her fafety, that he (hould 
have no future intercourfe with her ^ 

—and 
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— and I was compelled to add, "that' 
as long as (he ^ regarded me as her ^ 
proteftrefs, my own roof would al- 
low him none. — 

Her fortune was foon after de- 
manded and paid, through my foli- 
citor, without any interview of the 
parties — and if a fliip, that is gone 
out to India, hath met with the 
Ingot at the Cape, as it was expefted 
file would, Captain Sterling, who 
was no ftranger to fome of the cir- 
cumftances I have related, hath be- . 
fore this time been fully informed of 
all that hath pafled fince,— 

— 'Tis rarely now, that the name of 
Edmund is mentioned ^ but I fear paft 
events ftill fometimes come acrofs her 
mind. — His conduft hath long exdn- 
guiflied the emotions of affcdion— yet 
E 3 her 
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her fcnfibility makes her feel for his 
loft honoun — 

— The pifture. Madam, faid I, 
which you have drawn, prefents a 
charafter totally unworthy of dif- 
quieting the thoughts of your amiable 
friend — I wi(h I could have fufficient 
influence to ejfFace the rccolleftion of 
it, — Her fentiments, however, do cre- 
dit to her humanity — but it is in vain 
that we are felicitous for the honour 
of thofe, who have not virtue enough 
themfelves to be the guardians of their 
own reputation ! — 



PLAIN 
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PLAIN TRUTH. 

T HOLD it expedient for our happU 
nefs, fays Clermont (throwing the 
news-paper from his hand) that we 
fliould fix our eyes, as we journey for- 
ward, on fuch charafters as fpread a 
fun-(hine over human life, and not 
on thofe dark ones that throw a gloom 
over it. -^ We had better, I think, 
fifter, confign the hero of your ftory 
to oblivion — or to the unenviable fo- 
ciety of fome of the dramatis perjon^^ 
who have furnilhed paragraphs in the 
paper I have been reading.— 

" — A married gentleman^ with a 
'* large family ^ gone off to France with 
** his yowtg ward'' — 

— ^* Two capital forgeries in th& 
""city:'— ' 

E^ ^^< q'hree 
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— " ^ree divorces litigating in Dec- 
" tors Commons.'' — 

** yind an elderly lady of fajhim 
^\ found in bed with ber pojlilion.'* — 

Scandal enough in confcience for 
onQ Evening-pqfi ! 

' — I would not willingly, continued 
Clermont, believe the world to be 
one jot lefs virtuous, than it was thirty 
years ago, — but I am confident people 
formerly took greater pains to conceal 
their vices ; and had at leaft the merit 
of Handing more in awe of public cen- 
fiire, which, by what I learn fince my 
return to England, hath now far lefs 
influence over their aftions,-— 

your obfervation, brother, replied 
Amelia, is but too jufl?^— the indif- 
ference Ihewn to it, and the counte- 
nance given to thofe> who have violated 

the 
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the decorums of focicty, muft tii^- 
doubtedly more forcibly ftrifcc you, 
who have been fo many years abfent> 
than it does us, who may have re- 
marked the progrefs of this eviL— 
The lady who helped the news-writer 
to the laft paragraph, will not pro- 
bably at her ncisz rout,., have one cari- 
table the lefs on xht poftillion' s account i 
— nay, what will ftartle you more^— • 
thofe who cenfure her moft, will be of 
her party J — great dinners — great af- 
fembl-ies — or that happy innovation, 
a Sunday's night's concert -- though gi- 
ven by people whofe conduft every 
one condemns — will draw together 
many, who one fhould think would 
blulh to be fcen at them ; — and I much 
fear, that^e fafhionable carelejShefs 
which is (hewn in matters of this na- 
ture, whik it reflefts but little credit 

on 
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on the prefent age, may, by its exam-^ 
pie, be feverely felt in that which is to - 
fucceed it. — 

Faith, Madam, rcfumed Clermont, ^ 
with fome warmth, in my opinion, 
the countenancing thofe who are ca- 
pable of ill adtions, is but one re^ 
move from committing them 5 — fo- 
ciety is equally infulted. — I cannot,, 
however, compliment you on the re^ 
Jinement of your manners, which feem 
more calculated to take off every re^ 
Jirainty than to awaken any emulation ; 
— the * next generation will owe you 
nothing for it.— If meritoriaus cha* 
rafters are, without difcrimination, le- 
velled with fuch, as have deviated fronn 
the paths of honour, in God's name 
nvhat becomes of virtue ? — « 

—That, returned Amelia, is but 
too often left to be its own reward^ — - 

and 
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and I truft, it will never want argu- 
ments tornnaintain its own confequence, 
whilfl: the reward it offers, is xki2xjenjer 
of cenfcious reSfitudel, which the mind 
of man, however buoyed up by flat- 
tery and fafliion, can never long dif- 
penfe with the want of.-^ 

— As it is mucheafier to find fault 
with the world, than to mend it, I- 
put an end to the converfation, by or- 
dering the backgammon-table into 
the room; — though I thought that 
my friend '^s ideas, on the fubjeft, were- 
replete with good Jenje and flain 
truth. 
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THE BALL-ROORl. 

VX^HAT the deuce had I in mf 
thoughts, when I popped my 
head into the ball-room? — I, who 
have fo many things nrwre effential 
to dance after than a fiddle ? — But I 
hate to pafs a door> where every one 
i5' carrying their beft fpirits — befides> 
all the world was at Mitchener's, — fo, 
paying my half crown, I took a fweat, 
on' one of the fnug, fuperannuated 
benchesr — 

— Now of all the chapters I have ever 
wrote, — or ever fhall write, — either in 
the prefent, — or in any other work,— 
this, is that which muft be handled with 
the greateft nicety. — Some good angel 
guide my pen ! — for a drop of ink too 
much, may blot out the intereft I 

wifh 
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wiHi to maintain in my reader's a£- 

—I am well aware, that this is -the 
chapter which will be the moft look- 
ed into,— be the moft thumbed,— 
and after all, be that which will pleafe 
the leaft, in the whole book.— Even 
-while I am this moment mufing over 
i^ rfiy fancy anticipates the great de- 
mands that will be made for it, at the 
circulating library. — \ hear Mr. Hall, 
in the moft obliging manner, affert, 
that // is out.—^*' But it is the /econd 
volume I am dying for,— and my coufm 
Peggy will be quite diftraSledy if (he 
cannot have it this evening."— 

If you will believe me. Madam, re- 
turns Mr. Hall (with the moft feel- 
ing concern for the fad events oi Death 
and DiJlraSiion predifted to arife from 

this 
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this difappointment) I have no'lefs 
than fix fets, and not one of cither of 
the volumes at home.— Lady Fannt 
in t'he Rope- Walk, has been down 
twice herfelf after the Jecond^ — artd 
two ladies on the Parade, are, I fear, 
affronted at fending fo often, without 
obtaining it : — -In the mean time. Ma- 
dam, I have the Toyshop at your 
fervice, or I can fend you home 

now, THE DELICATE EMBARRASS- 
MENT. 

— I wilh from my heart, that this 
eager curiofity after the prefent chap- 
ter, be not fomewhat ftimulated by 
a little tinfture, compounded of a 
fmall portion of felf-fufliciency, and 
ill-nature, — which, however unwilling 
we arc to own it, I fear moft of us 
carry about j and which, prompts us 
§ but 
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"but too often, to divert ourlelvrcs at 

another's expence. — 

— lam confident, that many will 
expeft to fee Jiere a coUeftion of por- 
traits drawn from real life— to find 
fome awkward minuet recorded,— or 
fonie. miftaken graces they may them- 
felves have recollefted, and con- 
demned^- But whoever thou art, who 
turned over this page, if fuch be thy 
expeftations, thou knoweft but little 
of his dilpofition who now is writing 
It— My pen may ftigmatize vice and 
folly i— it may h\2Lnit thejacrifice — but 
never fhall mark the votary. — 

•--Was not I ingenuous enough to 
tell you befortrhand, that this chapter 
would prove but an unfatisfadory one ? 
^It could not be othcrwife. — The > 

•fubjeft was in truth totally out of my 
way,— 
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— Be fo good, Madarn, as to read 
the title of my book— 

SKETCHES 

FROM 

N A T U R E. 

— WhO'COuld ever dream of making 
any in a ball-room ? — 

— And fp my dear creatures you 
may all dance on, juft as you did be- 
fore.— 



THE 

J 
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THE BALL-ROOM. 

LIAVING, in the laft: page, made 
•a genteel bow to all maiden 
aunts,— goffipping dowagers, — and to 
the unneceflarily inquifitive of both 
fexes, — I will, with my reader's in- 
dulgence, offer an obfervation or two, 
that has freqiaently occurred to me 
in a ball-room. 

— I am fond of every amufcment 
that brings people together in cheer- 
^falncfs and good-humour.— Dancing 
is unqueftionably one of the number ; 
—it is enlivening, though from dif- 
ferent motive, both to youth, and 
^e 5— it gives a certain air and de- 
portment to the perfon who is well 
grounded in the art; and fets of' the 
young, and the elegant, wi0i great 

Vol, IL F a4vafiugc 
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advantage to each other. — I was my- 
felf once a puptiL of the famous Mar- 
cel at Paris, though no one who 
now views my curved and tingain fi-* 
gufe, would fuppofe it. — My fpirits 
however, are to this mon^ent always* 
in the dance; — and my long legs have 
dill fuch a propenfity to be moved 
by the found^of a fiddle, that in the 
corner wliere J was ftationed laft 
night, they v;ould willingly have 
kept pace with the tune, had not I 
perceived that my knees were beat- 
ing time, againft a certain part of a 
very fat lady before me, which lapped 
fix inches over them, and which (bad 
there been a pofiibility) I fliould 
have truly rejoiced Ihe had left at- 
home. — 

r— I wifli, by the by, that in thea- 
tres, and other places of public re- 

fcrt, 
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fort, where the proprietors are in- 
tcrefted to place the benches, much 
clofer together than fuits the eafe of 
the fpeftator, a mafter of the ceremo-^ 
nies was appointed ^ who, as people, 
feated themfclves, (hould takfe their 
altitudes, projeftions, and circum- 
ferences, and difpofe them in fuch a 
manner, that they niight have no- 
thing to complain of, before, or be- 
hind. — 
— But to return to the dance. — 
I mull own lam rather forry to ob- 
ferve, that the Cotillon begins to be 
introduced into our balls. — How far 
more experience in thofe dances, rhay 
improve us in them, I know not;' 
but r have fcarcely as yet, feen the 
figure gone through without' inter-' 
ruptioa— Befidesi we feenfi to want 
F2 that 
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that fcftivity, and that enjoument, 
which hath made me view them with 
fb much plcafure in France. — Who- 
ever has attended to them, even 
in the Bois de Boulogne, au Saint, 
EspRXT, or at any of the guinguettes 
about Paris, muft have remarked, 
that th4 Joul dances with the body^ and 
^very feature of the face tells you it 
does.^ — 

Another objeftion to their coming 
into public ufe here, is, that they 
occupy a very large fpace in a room, 
and employ but very few; fo that 
io a crowded aflembly, the far great- 
er number rnuft be merely fpefta-^ 
tors, and the few who dance, be- 
come extremely diftirvguiftied.j — 
whilft the whimfical fteps, and high 
cgpers, which are praftifcd in our 

English 
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EvoLisH Cotillon, fumiflt more of 
a fieliaclij than many ladies may 
choofe to contribute to.—* 
• — Our own country dances, have 
the peculiar advantage of admitting a 
very large number to join in them. — 
I have feen them praftifed and ad- 
mired, in moft parts of Europe ; and 
Aey are in my idea, infinitely better 
calculated to difplay, that elegant 
cafe of motion, which has been fo 
properly termed fwimming in the 
dance i and which would inevitably 
. be loft, fhould we apply to them, 
die theatrical fteps, which the pro- 
feffors of the Cotillon now teach. 

— As dancing is an a6t of hila-* 
'■ity> I think in general, that we ap- 
pear to make too feneus a btrfinefs 
^fit. — ^Theexercife gives an impulfe 
to circulation, — We may alfa allow 
F 3 fome- 
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ibmethin^ to the animation of mufic, 
r-and far more to the anicnation of 
fentiment, naturally excited by l^iiig 
engaged in fo pleafing a familiarity, 
Yfith the fex we moft.wifli to af5)€ar 
favourably tpj — a^d yet, in almoft 
every ball-room, holv many couple do 
we fee journeying down a dance, with 
fuch Jerious countenances, as if diey 
were rather toiling through a pennance 
imppfed them, than engaged in a 
voluntary amufement ! -^ 

— It is certainly being undefirafaly 
philofophical, to feel pleafure, with- 
out exprefling it. — 

— Nothing is more calculated than 
the Minuet, to (hew an elegant figure 
to advantage 3 — it is the art of mov-i 
ing with grace and eafe, — but to 
dance in that degree of tafte, as to 
command admiration, requires, early 
• . ' inftrudlion, 
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inftruafon, good judgment, and a 
nice car, fupcraddcd to nrjany per- 
Tonal endowments. — As greatly to ex- 
cel dierefore, in this accomplifhment, 
can happen but to few, a moderate 
knowledge of it may be difpenfed 
with, and attended to; — but it "would 
be far better, declined by the many, 
who attempt it, without any of the re- 
quifites. 

— Afts^ which arc the efforts df 
grace, ought to be gracefully per- 
formed I — And as there is feme path^ 
or othier, in ^hich every one may 
walk with propriety and fucccfe, it 
is a fad miMke, ^heh we place our- 
felVcs, unneceflaHly, in fuch con- 
fpiciious fituations, as we are totally 
unfaited to appear in. — 

When aifcord agitated the affcmbly 
F 4 .of 
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.of- the Gods, and their wrangler 
had made a bear-garden of Olym- 
pus^ Homer makes Vulcan take up 
the goblet of Neftar, and hand it 
about among them, that they might 
drink theitifelves into better hu- 
mour;. 

. — Now Vulcan was altogether one 
of the beft of the whole crewj — he 
was honeft, — he was induftrious, — h^c 
was a peace-maker, — and added ta 
all — he was a hulband for any age, 
or any country i— for he could\amufe 
himfelf with forging a nail, or a bor(e- 
fhoe,. whilft his wife was cuckolding 
him in heaven, and on earth. — 

— It was an abfurdity in VutCAN, 
,who was naturally very awkward, — 
and accidentally very lame, — to af- 
feft an office which demanded the 

grace 
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grace of a Ganymede; — the confc- 
qucncc was> — that he diverted the at- 
tention of every deity prefent^ from 
their own concerns, and forced a good- 
humoured laugh from the whole af- 
fcmbly, — 



THE 
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THE INDIA-MEN. 

T A Pierre hath fo much vivacity, 
blended with fo much natural 
courtefy, — and poffeffes befides, fb 
ftrong a difpofition to thruft himfelf 
into every place where intelligence is 
to.be procured, that nothing is ftir- 
ring from one end of Margate to 
the other, that doth not come to his 
knowledge. — He is never without a 
bouquet in his bofom, which he pre- 
fents to the firft file de chamhre of his 
acquaintance that he meets; — his 
great pride is to be admitted to their 
tea-tables ; and his eafy, happy Ipirits, 
make him perfedly at home, whcre- 
ever he goes. — 

— The poor fellow could hardly 
make,, my coffee at brcakfaft, with- 
' 8 * ^ out 
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^t burning his fingers, from his 
impatience to tdl me, that he had 
been down on the 'Pkr to fee two 
I^DJA-MEjf, which were lying off the 
town, and had come to an anchor the 
preceding evening — puiling, at the 
fame tinae, from his jacIt€t-pockct, si 
fqueezcd-up filk handtecDchicf, to fhcw 
R>c, which he had bought from fbjnM? 
one who had been aboard. 

r-Pray have you inquired, faid I> 
whether -, - - 

OouiyMonJieur, vous vtmlez dire^^^ 
: What would you anfwer my quef- 
tion .before you know it ?-^ 

— No, Sir; but I fuppofcd you was 
gQing to afk, if cither of thefc was 
the Ingot— fo I ran down to the? 
circulating library, to get their namcsy 
\ ■—and Monfteur Hall tells me, that 
f the Ingot is expcdcd to be in the 
I ; . 1^ Downs 
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Downs in lefs than three weeks,— 
being failed for Ireland to do her 
bufincfs there,— or the C^tain's bufi- 
nefs, — or fomcbody's bufinefs, — appa- 
rtmment pour f aire Jes affaires. 

— 1( Monjieur fhould not ride out 
this morning, there are two or three 
lervants, who live with the French 
family in the Rope-Walk, who have 
got leave to go aboard, and would 
take me with them in their boat. — 
I never was in a large Ibip ; and be- 
fides, I Ihould like to buy two or 
three fans to give to Madam Amelia's 
maids, who are always fo polite to 
me. — 

— Thou art heartily welcome to 
make one of the party, faid I, and 
take thy own time. — I fee, La Pierre, 
thou wilt never be worth a piece of 
^rentejous^ while there is a bawble to 

m be 
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be purchafed, or a petticoat to pre-. 
fent it to, — After this permiffion, he 
would not -have ftayed to get his 
breakfaft, though he had been furc 
of eating nothing for the next twenty- 
four hours. 

— No circumftance.makes the towns 
on the coaft of Kent more alive, than 
the coming in of the India-men — all 
is then in motion. — I took a walk on 
the cli&s on purpofe to enjoy the 
buftle of the fcene;— the fea looked 
uncommonly gay, — the Ihips riding 
at anchor, with their colours flyings 
•-* boats bufied in carrying them frelh. 
provifions.from the Ihore, — fo many 
little veffels plying about them, and 
thofe of , the cuftom-houfe, lying b^M:* 
fide them, as. guards, — while parties 
of company from Margate, and 
Others^ who come down from London 

. to 
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to meet their friends on board, cover- 
ed the fine blue furface with a multi- 
tude of little fails. — 

— A fliip that hath traverfed the 
globe, and cut her paflage through a 
world of waters, that, after fuftaining 
a variety of climates, and all the 
conflifts of oppofing elements, ar- 
rives at lafl: at her deftined port, hath 
<fvcr appeared to me as an objeft 
which conveys an infinite pleafure to 
the mind !^— I cannot but refleft, that 
every Being fhe brings back, ftand- 
ing in one, or other of the relations 
of hufband, parent, fon, or friend,— 
hath many hearts that anxioufly beat 
for 'his return, — many eyes' that wait 
with eagernefs to catch the firft look, 
—and ears- th^t impatiently long to 
know, how the fad Interval of ab- 
fence hath pafled away!-— Whe-n the' 

imagination 
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imagination multiplies this, by the 
number that forms the complement 
of a large fhip, it views all the tcn- 
dereft aflfe6tions of the foul, fet aflbat 
by her fafe arrival !— 

— Whilft benevolence contemplate* 
fuch a vifionary fcene, the viciffitudes 
of life induce our humanity to oflfer 
up a filent wifli,— that no tale of woe 
may remain to be unfolded, whofe di- 
ftreft ftiall overcloud the fun-fhine, or 
blad the happy expeftations that hope 
hath cherilhed !— 
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THE FORT. 

T KNOW not how it hath come about, 
that I have led my .reader through 
one volume, and almoft half through 
a lecond, without ever once conduft- 
ing him up to the Fort; — where, 
if he is a lover of Nature, he will 
be charmed, — and if he is not, I fear 
I (haH liav€ but little intercft with 
him, either on the Fort, or elfe- 
where, who have vowed myfelf to her 
fervice, and devoted all my attention 
to this glorious miftrefs- — It is fronn 
^ fhabby bench, placed on this fum- 
mit^ that I frequently mufe over the 
•<Jioble prolpeft that is fpread beneath. 
— Before Ae^the eye is loft in fea, and 
air, — but extending fideways, takea 
ia the winding cliffs from the North* 

FoREtANl> 
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TouELAND to' thHfleof Shepe\^, with 
•all' the intcrfperfcd- villages to the left, 
that enrich the eoaft, — terminated 
by the-chtirch of the Two Sisters-— i 
whofe double fpiresnot only embellilli 
the fcene, but^rife up a faithful guide 
to- the mariner. 

— ^As I returned along the northern 
cliff from my walk, intending to 
make my accuftomed halt at theEoRT, 
I perceived my bench was poffeffed 
hy a lady^; and whom 1 found, on a 
nearer approach, to be the amiable 
Marianne. — I knew Ihe could m>t 
hut be an intcrcfted fpeftator of the 
fccne before hers which muft,.in idea, 
^ticipatethe return of one, on whonii 
ier future happinefs fo much de- 
pended. — She was dreffed rfiriSply ele- 
gant J and wore, in compliment to her 
•abfcnt lover whohad|)vcfen£ed her with 

Vol. II. G it, 
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it,, a beautiful chintz negligee, tied 
up with green ribband, and a hat de- 
corated with ribband of the fame ro- 
lour. — As I fat down by her, flie af- 
fumed a fmile, though there was a pen- 
fivenefs on her brow ; yet at the fame 
|ime, there appeared fo much fenfe and 
charafter in her countenance, as could 
not but intereft whoever approached 
hen — I complimented her on the ar- 
rival of the fbips, that were then ly- 
ing full in our view, and on the wel- 
come news they had. brought, of the 
Ingot's being fo near home. — ^I meet 
it indeed, Ihe replied, as a circum- 
ftance of real joy j-^ nor ought I to 
figh, if the path of life I have trod- 
den, hath been 'uneven, provided it 
4eads to^happincfs at laft. — 

— And what better termination, 
.faid J, can the fmtotheft conduft us 

ta?—. 
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to?— It is no uBplcafing idea^ which 
fome have entertained, that every one 
hath a guardian Jprit hovering near, 
whofe friendly office it is, to give us 
fafe convoy through all the difficul- 
ties which lie acrofs our way, and to 
fupport us under the fevereft trials. 
— Why may we not conceive this 
imaginary exiftence to be Hope ?— 
We cannot, I am fure, truft to a fafer 
guide, nor wifli, in the hours of ad-* 
verfe fortune, to be led forward by 
the hand of a more cheering com- 
panioh.— 

But prithee, my genjtlc lady, what 
thorn hath been rankling in thy p6or 
litde bofom? — Thou haft hit, per- 
haps, upon fome melancholy page 
of life, and turned down the leaf to 
ruminate on it. — ^Who meets not with 
G 2 it?— 
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it ?^— It IS for the perufal of all tlie 
fqns and daughters of man ; — nor is 
it in the end, unprofitable reading, 
— -fince it (hSws ambition its vanity, 
— pride its meannefs, — wealth its 
cmptinefs, — and learning its infuffi- 
cicncy ; — and, by levelling all ranks 
of mortals, annihilates the paltry dif- 
tinftions of the world! — 

O Sir ! returned Marianne, (fetch- 
ing a figh) O Sir, I have a bro- 
ther 1 - - - 

— ^Who is, replied I, unworthy your 
regard. — 

— One, whofc difpofition 

•—Was never allied to your virtues.— 

—His heart, indeed, I fear 

■—Is contaminated by c-very paffion 
that can moftjdebafe it. — 

—There only remains for me 

—To 
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—To wipe him from your memory, 
^d leave him to the bittereft of all 
leproaches — his own.— 

—I dare believe I am an echo to 
your thoughts;— but, my dear, good 
girl, Amelia hath opened to me 
your whole fituation, and the pain- 
ful trials your fenfibiiity hath fuf- 
tained.— I have a tear to give every 
child of forrow;— and I truft, the 
fountain which fupplies it, will never 
be dry 1 — But I would now rather per- 
fonatc your guardian fpir it i>zx\Ay.l\jLxn- 
ing our backs on difficulties fur- 
mounted, look forward with you,, to 
objefts that wear a. happier faee.— 
It is not a few bad charaders we may 
chance to meet- with, that fhould put 
^is out of humour with the world. 
I^ is for our peace, to recoiled, 
that die Gi^EAT Director of this 
G 3 immenfcL 
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immcnfc work of creation, is continu- 
ally raifing up others, who have breafts 
that glow with virtuous fentiments, 
where congenial heaxts may fecurely 
repofe. — 

Believe me, Marianne, it hath 
only been by viewing events on the 
favourable fide, that I have myfclf 
borne fo well the buffets of fortune. — 
For I have alfo, among my own fa- 
mily piftures, fome abominable origi- 
»^/j,— and fuch terrible, Jirong JikeneJ- 
Jes too, that out of humanity, I keep 
a curtain over them.— 

—I verily think, in the dilpofition 
I then was, that to divert her ideas, I 
(hould have pulled it a little afide, to 
have given her a peep at one, or two 
of them, — had we not been interrupted 
by three or four ladies of our acquain- 
tance, who were come up with their 
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glaffes in their hands, to take a view 
of the new-arrived India-men> and 
immediately joined us at our bench.— 
I believe Marianne wiflied them, 
juft at this time, any where elfef—- but 
diey faved me the pain of uncovering 
a fingle portrait, and fully anfwered 
the fame purpofe: — For among the 
many advantages that attend perfedt 
good-breeding, there is one, that hath 
never been enumerated, thoygh far 
from being the leaft; — and that is, the 
relief which the mind, when under 
any depreffion, receives upon the fud- 
den intrufion of company, by finding 
itfelf compelled to beftow on another, 
that attention, which would otherwife 
be rivetted to its own fituation,— 
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Rave the balance of trade in his fE«- 
vour. — 

— ^Whoeveris te open a confidcrable 
commer€e with the worid, it will be 
much more worth to him, than the ^ 
whole round of Ibiences, not only to /. 
know to an inch, his own meafure,. 
and how far he could On a pinch 
ftretch it,— but alfo to be fully ac- 
quainted with riie meafure his neigh- 
bour goes by j — for by thus fkil- 
fully calculating the longitude, — ^^latr- 
tude,— alcitudci— and reflitudei of the 
parties he has- to deal with, be will be 
enabled equally to guard againft the 
fallacy of a minifter, or the impofition 
of his taylor. 

With. refpe£t to the world. La 
Pierre was a^ mere infant, — ever 
pleafed with its gc»1,. and. its bells,. 
— but without a tooth to injure aay 

one 1— » 
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THE LITTLE SMUGGLERS: 

T\ r D Oj foundrefi; and queen of ^ 
Carthage, is the firft woman 
©f antiquityi who is recorded for 
driving a good' bargain. — The Jews 
and MONEY-JOBBERS, havc the high^ 
eft ve neration for her memory ; — and 
1 am informed, that Jhe^ and her bulPs 
bide, is a favourite toaft among all 
thofe people, — nor only within the 
purlieus of Duke's Place, but in the 
neighbouriiood of every Synagogue in 
Europe,— 

— There arc two ways of meafur- 
mg any thing, as the widow of Sr- 
CHiEus well knew; and as every 
fliop-keeper, who retails commodi- 
ties, perfeftly tinderftands,— and the 
poflfeffor of this knowledge, muft ever 

have 



Rave the balance of trade in his fS*- 
voiir. — 

— ^Whoever is to open a confidcrable 
eommer€e with the world, it will be 
much more worth to him, than the 
whole round of fciences, not only to -/^ 
know to an inch, his own meafure,. 
and how far he co^ld On a pinch 
ftretch ir, — but alfo to be fully ac- 
quainted with rfie meafure his neigh- 
bour goes by i — for by thus flcil- 
fully calculating the longitude, — latr- 
tude, — alcitudej— and redtitude^ of the 
parties he has- to deal with, he will be 
enabled equally to guard againft the 
fallacy of a minifterj or the impofition 
of his taylor. 

With. refpe£t to the world. La 
Pierre was a^ mere infant, — ever 
pleafed with, its cosal,. and. its bells,. 
— hut without a tooth to injure any 

one 1 — • 
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one !— The fimpllcity of his charader, 
made him daily meet with fome fan- 
cied diftrefs, which, to another, who 
was more hackneyed in the ways 
of mankind, would only have pafled 
among the common occurrences of 
lifci — though, to fay truth, nothing 
fat long on his mind; a deep figh 
or two blew off the load, and a 
whittle, or a fong, which foon fol- 
lowed, obliterated every trace of its 
weight. — It chanced, however, .that I 
got to my lodgings foon after his re- 
turn from the India-man, and before 
either the figh, or the tune was come 
lx> his aid, or had effaced the iiril 
impreffion of his prefent grievance; 
which was fufliciently apparent in La 
Pierre's countenance, that wa» at all 
times an indes^to his bofom, and 
like a well-printed fhop-bill, notified 

every 
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every concern his heart had to dijP- 
pofe of. — The morning which had 
promiled fo much fatisfadion, had 
been over-clouded with circumftances, 
both unlooked for, and unpleafant. 
— ^As the poor fellow's pride was to 
be as fmart as poffible, whenever any 
females were to be of his party; in 
gallanting one of them into the 
boat, at the Parade ftairs, he unfortu- 
nately dipt almoft up to his knees in 
the muddy water, and quite disfi- 
gured his white filk (lockings. — 
This was an event which might have 
difconcerted a better French philo- 
fopher than La Pierre, and was but 
a prologue to worfe difafters; — for a 
frc{h breeze fpringing up, when they 
had got about a mile from the fhore, ' 
the toffing of the ^ves fo difturbed 
his empty ftomach> as to make him 

wretchedly 
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wretchedly fick, till he got aboarJ 
the India-man j — i he civility of eveiy 
one there, made him foon Yorget what 
he had fuffered j— he purchafed the 
little trifles he wifhed; — and- would 
have returned to fhore perfeftly fick,. 
and happy again, had not fome cy^ 
tom-houfe officers hailed the boat, 
and ftripped from- him,, and his party, 
the poor fix-penny cargoes they had; 
been fo far to fetch p. — nor. was this 
all — for they took away .befides the 
new Indpa ftlk handkerchief ht had. 
bought in the morning, and which,., 
in his hurry to fct off, he had forgQt. 
to put out of his pocket. — 

^els miferablesh cries La Pijerre 
*^qufls harbares /— 

— That,- fays' I,^— and fending them 
to the devil in*good FRENCH,Js»all 
you have for it*— 

— Why> 
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— Why, what do you think, Sir, 
added he, jthc king can get by his 
duty on a couple of India Fans, that 
his people are fo watchful for his in- 
tereft? 

That is a queftion, returned I, that 
might have puzzled the calculations 
of your countryman, De Moivre, — 
but confidering the number of hands 
it rubs againft, before it reaches the ^ 
Exchequer^ I fhould conceive his net 
profit could not exceed the four hun- 
dredth and feventy-third part of one 
of your liards. — I am an avowed 
enemy to all counterband dealings,-— 
as well as to all the little dirty info- 
lence of office — - but if you had not 
been a novice in thefe matters, yoa 
might have obtained an eafier folu- 
tion to your queftion, by ofFtring a 

reftitution 
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reftitution fee, and fo purchafing your 
fans a fecond time.^ 

Mon Dieu! exclaims La Pierre, 
Vfhat ofFer a bribe, Sir, to a king's 
fervant ? — 

Jb ! pur cehy oui, or to a king's 
miftrefs, — or to a king's any thing — 
only give it a different name. — Mo- 
dern language hath made it falata^ 
Ik to all ranks, under the idea of 
acknowledgment, ox attentidn I — as the 
difguftful ingredients of an apothe- 
cary's vial, are fwallowed without re- 
ludance, when the label denQtes it to 
be a cordial mixture.^-^ 

Now as this cordial mixture rauft, 
like all other cordials, be adminiftcr- 
■cd for various purpoies, — ^as alio to 
various conftitutions, •— and be fo 
tempered, as to aft either as a ///»«- 

^tor, 
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2ator, or foperificy as occafion may re- 
quire, — it is expedient, that it be al- 
ways judicioufly applied ; and, when 
well adapted to the ftomach that is 
to receive it, can very rarely fail of 
infuring fuccefs. — 

— No one better underftood how to 
manage a hribe artfully, or to tamper 
^ith the paffions, than the Abb} 
Frontin. — He was, perhaps, too 
much addifted topleafure, ai\d intrigue, 
but had much wit, and infinite good- 
humour; — he poffefled & prefencc of 
mind, equal to any emergency; and 
was fo happy in his addrefs, as to be 
almoft irrcfiftible.^ — 

— 'By the by, I have never gone 
into the church of Saint Sulpice at 
Paris, without lamenting, that he 
fhould lie there without having even 
a ftone of two feet fquarc to record' 
& his 



Tib memory, who had talents fo fo- 
,.perior to the herd oi.Ahhh^ who lit- 
ter the BauLEVARDS and theTHUiLLE- 
RiES, and have nothing but their black 
-cloaks to difldnguifli them-— 

— Madame de Chatjs,axjv(sOT}GZ was 
arrived at that period of life, when 
ladies m France turn devotes, and 
confine all ^heir favours within the 
pale of the church. — Sainte Therese 
obfervesi, in fomecrf^er vifionary com- 
pofitions, that womea, m\ift occa- 
fionally Jranjplant their affeftions ; — 
and thus it is, that French /ainU 
ufually take the leavings of Fr^ncb 
Jinners.^^ 

This lady had taken a pretty long 
time to fettle iier confcience^ — and 
there remained fome points of reform 
yet unadjufted, when ihe called ia 
rto her afliftancc the Jkl^i Fronxin, 

who 
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who verjr foon became her intimate 
attendant, accompanied her frequent- 
ly to mais, was conftantly of all her 
parties, read to her in her clofet, and 
aired with her in the Bois D£ Bou- 

LOGKE. 

It chanced one fummer's after- 
noon, that Madame de Chateau- 
nouGE, after her coffee, had retired 
into an apartment which locked into 
the garden, to enjoy the frelh air, 
and the fragrance of a little orangery, 
that was difpofed in a femicircle be- 
fore the windows, which were thrown 
open. — As the fun ftill (hot obliquely 
into the room, the green lullring 
curtains* were dropped, to give a 
more pleafing tone of light. — The 
Ahhi was feated by her on a fophai 
and, at her requcft, was entertain- 
ing her with a new piece of Crebm.- 

VOL.II. H LON, 
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LOK, called Lesegarements du Cauntde 
rEfpriti which had juft then appear- 
ed, and had much excicf»l the curiofity 
of the public,— . 

—I leave it to thofe who are fond 
of inveftigating caufes and efFefts, 
to find out how it came to pafs chat 
Madame dt Chateaurougsj as the 
Abht proceeded in the work, with 
emphafis, and fpirit, had infenfibly 
reclined her head on his (houldcri 
whilft the Ahbe^ holding the book in 
his right hand, had inadvertendy 
dropped his left arm, acrofs her lap. 
—The cenforious, may mifinijerprct 
the pofition they fat in — the candid, 
attribute it to accident, or the wea- 
ther—and people pf a lentimeotal 
turn, may >afcribe it merely to the 
having their attention abforbed in the 
novels and to ^ ingenuity of the 

writer 
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writer in thus intercfting the paf-f 
fions^It is my province only to fay 
the faft was as related ; md a little 
guft of air on a fudden fwelling the 
ciMtains, the leads on its ceffation 
fallbg againft the wainfcot, gave 
three or four repeated raps, — which 
being he^d by Grison, the old makre 
iHStetj who was fettling tht houfe* 
book in the next room,, and who, 
miftaking thefc raps for a method^ 
which his lady (who was a Uttle lame 
and unwieldy) ifomctimcs iifed, to 
fummon him with her crutched ftick, 
when flie fat at a diftance from the 
bell, gently opened the door, and con- 
ceiving immediately, by one glance, 
that he could not be wanted, — in- 
ftantly (hut it again as gently,— and 
iat himfelf down very compofedly, 
to his accounts,*— for he had lived 
H a long 
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long enough in the family to have 
the fagacity of knowing, when he 
Ought to (tc^ — and when not. — 

The JHe, who had juft caught a 
glimpfe of the tnaltrs d' hotel as he 
peeped in, thought it advifeable to , 
fccure his intereft ;-— and as foon as 
the ftory was at a full .Hop, laid down 
his book, and walked into the ad-* 
joining room where Grison was,— 
who hearing fomebody ftep towards 
the door, threw himfelf againft the 
back of the chair, and reclining his 
head on his hand, with his elbow on 
the table, pretended to be found 
afleep. 

The Jbhe^ who, as I hinted be^ 
fore, was never on any occafion in 
the fmalleft degree embarraffed, knew, 
by appearances, that he was fureof 
his man j and gently laying a Louis £^ 

on 
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on each of his eyelids^ faid^ with a 
tone of pleafantry, ^^ there arc none 
" who fee fo litde a$ diofe whofe eyes 

— ^^ True, Sir/* replied Grison,— 
"and if you will flip another be- 
" tween my lips, you will be certain 
'*to make me dumb, as well as 
" blindr-^ 

•^This fellow would have made an 
admirable Revenue officer,— 

— In any place where no duty was 
cxpcfted* 
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NATURE, 

4 

TT7HOEVER hath pafled any 
' length of time at thefc places of 
public refort, by the fea-fide, mxA 
have remarked that there is conftantly 
a flux and reflux of the company who 
frequent themj and that the Ihores 
have their revolutbns arrf changes^ 
as well as the element that flows 
along their fides. — I often, as I pace 
up and down the Parade, mifs faces 
1^ I have been accuft:omcd to meet in 

my daily walks, and am ftared ac by 
others that are totally new to me— 
nor is it -a fmall pleafure to me, who 
am looking after Nature at every 
ftep, to obferve features tinged vith 

the. 
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the hue of returning health, which a 
kw weeks before I had feen'overcad 
with languor; and limbs beginning 
to move with freedom, which were 
lately conirafted by pain and dif- 
cafc.— 

As I have before convinced my 
readers of the benefit of /»f//iff|^ the 
fea-mudy fo thefe occurrences con- 
vince me of the benefit of ufmg fea- 
water. — As an added proof of its effi- 
cacy, I popped yefterday on the fat 
lady in the Brunfwick, whom I before 
mentioned as being fo lame, and un- 
wieldy, and whom Ihad given over 
as incurable, when Ihe was helped 
down the fide of the Hoy.— I was 
perfeftly amazed to fee the briflsncft 
of her air, and her round, laughing 
countenance, half buried in a French 
■ H 4 night- 
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night-cap; — and though fhc ftill re- 
tains a coniiderable hitch in her gait; 
yet fhe walked with no other aid than 
a lady's arm^ on which {he reclined^ 
and one of Mr. Hall's paftoral twined 
crocks, which no female of any tafte 
can appear without. — Even my own 
lean carcaie, though I neither inten- 
tionally /mell the mudy nor ever come 
in contaft with the water, is both 
ftrengthened and plumped up by the 
fea-air, — and my weak conftitution, 
which has, for two volumes, been io 
great a plague to the reader, and for 
many a year, a far greater one, to 
me, is from the fame caufe ib much 
ftrengthened, that I have but even 
now, with eighty or ninety long ftrides^ 
mounted up to tlie Fort, without a 
finglc halt to fetch breath.— 

—How 



1 



i 105 1 

— How fwcct is thy return, O 
Health ! thou rofy cherub ! — my 
foul leaps forward to meet thee, whofc 
true value thy abfence can only teach 
us ! — When thou comeft, with beaU 
ing on thy wings ; when every part, and 
nervei and artery, are obedient to 
their ofEce; and when this compli* 
catcd machine is fo perfeftly har- 
monized, that we perceive not that 
we have any parr, or nerve, or artery, 
belonging to us, how fweetly is the 
mind then attuned to receive pleafure 
from every inlet of fenfe ! 

— God of my life ! who numbered 
my days, teach me to meet with 
gratitude, or patience, the good, or 
ill, which in the tide of time Ihall float 
down with them!— but never with- 
draw from me thofe native fpirit^, 

which 
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which have been the cheering com- 
panions of my exiftence, and have 
fpread a gilding upon every tlung 
around nne ! — that I may continue to 
view, with rapture, the inexhauftible 
volume of Nature that is thrown 
open before me; on every page of 
which is charaftered the imprelfion of 
thy Omnipotent Hand ! — 

As I often indulge a meditating 
difpofition on the old bench upon the 
Fort, where I am now feated, it is 
matter of amufement to confider the 
immenfe variety, that a Ihort fpacc 
of time produces in the fame natural 
objefts ; — every change of light, — 
every alteration in the atmofphere, 
gives them a different appearance. — 
1 have juft been contemplating the 
wide fcene of waters before me \ that 

hath 
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badi lately bcea darkened by fomc 
clouds which overhung it, — I fee it 
emerging into new day. — I perceive 
its green hue warming into purple 
tints : — as I diretf): my eye as far as it 
can ftretch, I view the fun, from be- 
hind a veil that conceals it> (hooting 
down its rays on a limited circum* 
ference>. and brightening all the edges 
of the waves* — And pow its broad 
orb appears in full glow 5, defcending 
almoft level with the fca — the whole 
weftern canopy is illurninated. — It 
trembles a little while on the extre- 
mity of the horizon^ and at laft plunge$ 
firom the fight. 

— Thofe who may be difpofcd to 
contraft the works of Nature, with 
the moft boafted labours of Art, will 
find the firft, ever new and permanent* 
while the lat^r, the infbant they have 

attained 
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attained their limited ferfeEHotiy ap* 
proach toward a flow> but a fure de- 
cline.— 

The pride of a potent monarch 
may be gratified, in crefting fome 
magnificent temple to his god;— he 
may perpetuate the remembrance of 
his anceftors, by fuperb maufoleums ; 

— he may command the daring py- 
ramid to ihoot upward to the fkiesi 

— may infcribc his vidories on the 
trophied column, — or regifter his 
triumphs on the fculptured arch! 

— But even though no accident 
fliould abridge their duration, — yet 
the revolving feafons ibon fully dieir 
beauty;— -and the filent power of 
Time gradually ihakes th^ir founda- 
tions; and at laft levels them with 
the duft. — While thy works, O Na- 
TURi, remain uninjured; — « ever 

changing. 
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changing, and ever reviving, thou 
fhinefl: unconfcious of decay l^ftill 
bright i|i immortal youth !— ••. 

And yet more lovely far doft 
Thou appear, when Thou command- 
eft our attention in thy a£live Jcenes^ 
and beamed from the mind with all 
thofe irradiations of Virtue, Ho- 
NOUR, and Benevolence, which dig- 
nify humanity. — Thefe may be deem- 
ed the Jun-jhine of the moral world! 
—that warms, — that brings forward, 
—and ripens the foul to perfedion I 
-*-And if fometimes, in contemplat- 
ing the pidures of real life, one fees 
with pain the canva6 darkened with 
worthlefs charafters, they. Ihould be 
viewed but as deep fhades, which, 
however they may interrupt thy na- 
tive brightncfs, yet by their contxaft 
6 more 
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more forcibly imprcfi the ainiable/>d3 
of thy luftre!— 

Full of fuch fentiments, 1 frequent- 
ly, from this clifF, caft a look toward 
Reculver, and drop a 'figh, to the 
memory of thofe beloved Sisters; 
who were in their lives fo undivided, 
and whofe unlhaken union hath there 
hten fo long recorded. — 

Confidering how many furveys 
have been publiflied of this county, 
.and h6w much the zeal for anri- 
-quity hath for many years prevailed 
amongft US; it is fonm^what fingular, 
that fo flight mention Ihould have 
been made of this extraordinary 
building I of which little more hath 
been faid, than that the church was for- 
merly confiderable^ having ftill two goodly * 
/firing fteeplcs. 

As 



[ "I ] 

As people in general only fpeak: 
of this edifice merely as being ac^ 
culaaaify an ad\rantageous /ea-mari, 
unknowing of the caufe bjr which it 
became faj — I am happy that it is in 
my power, in this f emooe period of 
time, to Ratify the corbfity of 
thofe, who hereafter may vifit thcfe 
fhores.— • 

1 have long wiflied, my dear Jen- 
Hy, to relate to thee this interefting 
ftory.— 'To Thee, whdi heart Na- 
ture hath fo fwectiy k&rmonizedj 
diat it vibrates at the flighccft touch 
of another's forrbwj and is there- 
fore worthy to hear a tale of dif« 
trels.— 

Several years ago, being on a 

journey to Spa, I was detained fome 

time in the univerlity of Louvain^ 

by an accidental illneis, which feized 

3 ^^ 



trie on the road.— -During my ftay, I 

made an acquaintance with an Irish 

jefuit, ^ho honoured me with many 

civilities, and whom I found a very 

intelligent companion.-— He Ihewed 

me whatever he thought moft curious 

in the place; though, except the great 

library, and the public fchools^ there 

"is but little worth notice. 

- I was however much pleafed with 

two manufcript volumes, which I 

met with in the library of one of the 

' colleges; — ^ they chiefly contained 

anecdotes relative to fome English 

families, and to leveral hiftorical, 

and monaftical antiquities; and were 

[ the memorials of a Dominican Friar 

>of Canterburv, who quitted Eng- 

• lAND at the time of the Reformatm^ 

and retired to Lou vain; — at his 

death he bequeathed them^ tog^her 

with 
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vrkh other curious books, to the col- 
lege where - they then were, — My 
friend, who was one of its members, 
procured the manufcript to be lent 
me;— ^nd, in turning over many fub- 
jcfts far lefs interefting, I met with 
the hiftorical account of this church. 
— ^I have diverted it of the obfolete 
language of tbe times, but the fub- • 
ilance of it is nearly as follows.-— 
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THE STORY OF THE 
TWO SISTERS. 

^TOWARDS the end of thofc 
troublefome times, when Eng- 
lAND was Ihaken by the feuds of the 
houfes of York and Lancaster, 
there refided, in a village near the banks 
•of the MIDWAY, a gentleman, whofc 
name was Geopfry de Saint Clair> 
defcended from a family of great an-, 
tiquity and repute in thofe parts.— 
The many launces, and pieces of ar- 
mour, that hung round the old hall> 
did not render it more refpeftable, 
than did the unbounded benevolence 
^f its prefcnt poffcflbr. — The poor fat 
at his gate, and blefled his liberal 
hand; and never a pilgrim r^pofedia 
his porch, without remembering, ia 
bis oriibns^ its heritable owMn . 

Saint 
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Saint Ct air had allied himfelf ift 
marriage with the Lady Marcjaret 
VI Boys, a woman of high birth, and 
rare endowments 5 whc^e accomplilh- 
ments mi^c have embellifhed the 
greatcft feenes, had not a love of dd- 
meftic life, and a religious caft of 
niind, induced her to prefer retire- 
ment.— All her leisure hours, which 
her famiiy did not call for, were fpent 
in duties, which, in that age, ladies 
of the nobleft rank cxercifed, without 
thinking they demeaned their fta- 
cionsj--fhe 4'eUeved the indigent,— 
advifed with the unfortunate, — vifited 
the fick, — and brought up her ^win 
limgbter^j Frances and Isabblla, in 
^he fame fcmimcnts .; — • accuftoming 
them very early, to attend upon her 
ii all thofe afts of primitive piety.— 
As tbefc jowfig ladies were the fole 
J CL ifluc 



iflfue of Saint Clai>r and Lady Mar- 
garet, they devoted their whole at- 
tention to their education ; and had 
the comfort to find in their minds, (o 
rich a foil, that -every thing profpered 
which was planted in them :— no ufe- 
ful knowledge was omitted, — no ex- 
ternal accomplishment jicglefted. — 

Frances and Isabella were now 
arrived at the age of twenty-five.— 
The amiablenefs of their charafters, 
their enlarged underftandings, and 
the graccfulnefs of their perfons, won 
the admiration and efteem of all who 
approached them. — They had, from, 
fimilitudc of manners, and fcntiment, 
contrafted fuch a rare affcftion for 
each other, that it feemed as if Na- 
ture, by forming them together in 
the womb, had prepared them for 
that extraordinary union, which was. 

to 
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to diftinguifh their lives, — and' fdr 
thofe efFufions of elevated friendfhip^* 
which the lofs of their . exemplary, 
mother was one day to call forth.. 
Nor was this event very rpmote; ' 
Lady Margaret was feized by a 
fudden illnefs, which, in a few days, 
carried her ofF, and defolated one of 
the happiefl: families in the world. — 
It would be difficult to defcribc 
the founds of woe, which, on this 
occafion, echoed through all the 
manfion, or the fighs of the difcon- 
folate poor, under the windows. — 
The grief of Saint Clair, after the 
many years of uninterrupted happi- 
nefs that he had enjoyed with Lady 
Margaret, in its firft: attack, almoft 
overpowered his reafon^—whilft Fran- 
cis and Isabella had the weight of a 
ilither's forrow added to their own.; 
I J which 
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which compdlcd thciji to fmothcr 
their feelings, great as they wcre^ 
and to affumc a fortitude their hearts 
difavowed.— » 

—Lovely mourners t — more lovely 
in your tears ! — Fancy pifturcs you be- 
fore me> bathed in filial forrow>— jJand- 
ing by and fupporting your diftraftcd 
parent — ftriving in vain to tear him 
from the coffin, which he will not fuf- 
fer his fervants to clofe, ftill demand- 
ing in wild uaerance, again^ axul again 
~^tf laft — lafi look! — 

— Heavens ! — how fevere a diftrels ! 
— If any reader hath been in a fi- 
tuation, to alk for a laft look of what 
is moft dear to him, — and what he is 
going to be deprived of for ever— 
he alone can beft judge how much 
that bofbm agonizes, that urges the 
rcqucft! — 

Though 
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Though Saint Clair called in 
aid all his philofbphy, to fupport him- 
fclf under the lols of his beloved 
Lady Margaret, yet he was worn^ 
by a filent forrow, which had fo vifi- 
ble an effe£t on his health, as to me- 
nace his life i, and which^^ in about a 
year, put an end to it. — 

In this mournful interval, the 
greateil comfort his dejeAed. daugh- 
ters received, was, from the frequent 
vifits of their uncle, John de Saint 
Clair — who was at that time Abbot 
of the monaftery of Saint Aitgustin, 
in Canterbury^ of which place there 
are, at this day, fuch noble remains 
exifting. — He was the younger bro- 
ther of Geof FRY , though there was but 
the difference of a year between them j> 
I and was reputed to be a man of fo 
i muck learning and virtue, that Saint 
I 4 Clair^ 
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Clair, by his will, recommended his 
children to his care and proteftioa; 
bequeathing to each of them, a very 
large inheritance*. — 

• The ingenious Mr. Battely, in his ad- 
dition to SoMNER, has given us a fucceffion 
of the Abbots of Saint Augustin, from 
the year 598, down to the Refbrmation; cx- 
trafted chiefly from Thorn, who was himfelf 
a Monk of that foundation. — But Thorn's 
Chronicle coming no lower than 1419, the 
names of the Abbots from that period, arc 
collefted, as Mr* Battely tells us, from a 
jiianufcript relating to the monaftery, and ar« 
given without dates. 

We do not £nd the name of John de 
Saint Clair in the lift; but about the 
lime, alluded to, in the Lou vain Manu/crifu 
mention is piade of John the Abbot, 
without the addition of his family name; 
and fo doubtful is it, who this John was, that 
fome had fuppofed itno be John Dunstah, 

Prior 
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— ^The manner in which Fjrances 
had been brought up, added to her 
natural turn of mind, and the cxaxn- 
pie of a mother fhe fo much revered, 
determined her to a life of religious 
retirement; — and a great convent of 
Bekedictine Nuns, not very dif- 
tant from Feversham, happening, a 
few months after, to lofe their prin- 
cipal (who was always one of a con- 

Prior of Bath; who, Mr. Battels adds, 
died the greateft part of a century before, 
tliat is, in 141 2.— 

It is to be lamented, that monadic anti^^ 
quitles are fo of:en over-fliadowed by fuch a 
cloud of uncertainty:— but the ftory of the 
Si'sTEKs feemsr to clear up the doubt of who 
this John the Abbot was; and may dif- 
pofe the Antiquarian, to reinflate John de 
Saint Clair, in the high dignity he is 
faid to have formerly enjoyed.— 

fiderable 
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jfiiderable family) the Abbot of Saint 
Atjgustin, perceiving her fixed in 
her fcheme of life, procured her to 
be named the Lady Abbess of it. 

Isabella, who had never as yet 
been feparated frorh her filler, would^ 
on this occafion, moft willingly have 
taken the veiL — ^^ The fame roof," fays 
fhe, *• hath ever hitherto covered us, 
** — the lame have been our wifhes,— 
" the fan^ our purfuits ; — the grave 
•^ hath divided us from thofe, who 
** taught us the amiablenefc of friend- 
" (hip,— and fhall alone divide us 
*^ from one another ! " — 

— The Abbot was much hurt by 
this declaration of his niece. — He 
defired her to banifb from her 
thought, fuch a refolution j-^and fail- 
ed not to intimate to her, that 
Frances^ having devoted hcrfelf to 

the 
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the doyRcTj ihc remained the on- , 
if iupport of die family of Saint 
Clair ; that her virtues (hould ra- 
ther en^beUilh fociety> than be loft 
within the walls of a monaftery^— 
and wiftied (he would, by accepting 
feme alliance of fuitafole rank and 
fortune, rather permit thofc accom- 
plilhments to be fcen by the worlds 
which Ihe fought to hide in ob- 
livion.— 

Frances, on her part, however (he 
was charmed with this teftimony of 
her fiftcr^s affcftion, joined in fenti- 
ment with her uncle, — exprefling to 
her, how much happier fhe (hould be> 
10 fee her fettle herfelf by marriage, 
and imitate the good life and example 
of their excellent mother.— 

" I am not, you know ;** fays (he,. 
" by the religious office I fill, tied 

** down 
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** down to all thofc rules, which muft 
*^ of courfe be impofed on you j— my 
" liberty remains j — we fhall have 
*^ conftant opportunities of cofttinu- 
" ing that intercourfe of love, our 
" hearts fa mutually defire.— It wiU 
*' be the higheft plealure to me^ to 
'' fee you united to a man worthy 
" your choice ;— preferving in our fa- 
" therms cattle, thac hofpitality, for 
*^ which it hath fo long been famed j 
" —and whenever you fhall wifh to 
" make a fhort retreat from the buC- 
^' tie of the world, our holy houfc 
" will afford you a peaceable afy- 
'' lum/'— 

— It was not but with great dif&- 
culty, nor even till much time after, 
that, by the repeated folicitations of 
Frances, and her uncle, Isabella 
was prevailed on to relinquilh en- 
tirely, 
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ticely^ her intentions of entering ort a 
monaftic life* — She refided for Ibnne 
time, in her father's venerable old 
manfion on the Medway, accompa- 
nied by a widowed aunt, her father's 
fitter i — who, at intervals, attended 
her on vifits to Frances, — and alfo, 
at particular feafons, to the Abbot^ ar 
his houfe, which was a noble build- 

I "*gj adjoining to the monaftery of 

I Saint Augustin- 

I — It was in one of thefe vifits to 

f her uncle, that (he became acquaint- 
ed with Henry de Belvillt., be- 

f twcen whole father and the Abbot, 

there had long fubfiiled a moil firm 
friendlbip. — He was of good birth, 
though much inferior to Isabella in 
fortune; his father's eftate haviiig 
greatly fuffered in the confufion of 
thofc turbulent times.—- 

Belville 
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Belville was now in his twenty- 
ninth yearj — his figure was graceful, 
and manly, — and, to a difpofition as 
amiable as his perfon, was joined an 
wndcrftanding both quick and ftrong, 
and which had been improved by the 
moft extenfive education, that the 
fkftiion of the age allowed. — He had 
been fent to travel over Europe,— 
had refidcd in fcveral of its principal 
courts i— and was now on his return 
from a (bort expedition into France, 
—and had flopped at Canterbury, 
to pay his refpefts to the Abbot, and 
to deliver him certain letters with 
which he had been charged.-— 

Belville, on his firft return to 
England, a few yeai's previous to 
the prefent period, had been ho- 
noured by the patronage of Richard 
Duke of GLOtTCESTERs near whofc 
* perfofl 
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perfon he held an employment, which 
could not long difpenfe with his ab-* 
fenQC; — for that prince, being now 
mounted on the throne of EnolanDj 
the whole nation was thrown into an 
hoftile ftate.— 

It will not be wondered at, if after 
Belvillh and Isabella had been a 
few days together, their mutual ac* 
complifhments, and their mutual de* 
fire to pleafe, fhould have made them 
much charmed with one another. — 
— Belville felt himfclf enamoured 
^ his fair companion,^and had the 
fattsfa&ion to perceive, that his at« 
tention to her was not thrown away^ 
—Though he took leave, after a ftiort 
time, to go to Londok, yet he found 
an excufc for ceturmng very fooni 
*-**<uid having reaibn to think he 
had tnade a favourable imprel&oa 

on 
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on Isabella, did not long hefitate 
to propofe himfclf to her, as one 
who would be happy to pafs his life 
in the fociety of fo engaging a wo- 
man. — His ofiir was hot lefs pleafing 
to Isabella, than it was to her 
uncle, and Frances; — the latter of 
whom agreed to give up to her filter, 
her right in the caftle of Saint Clahi, 
where it was propoft^d they ihould 
refide.— 

— Every thing was preparing for 
their nuptials; — and nothing could 
wear a fairer face of profpcrity, than 
did this purpofed union of true and 
difintcrefted afFeAion. — But the fuc- 
cefsful progrefs that the arms of 
Henry of Richmond, now made 
in the kingdom^ had obliged Rich- 
ard to oppofe them with his utmoft 
fbrce> and to fumman all his fervaRCs 

tQ 
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to attend his camp ; amongfl: whom, 
as I before mentioned, was the in- 
tended bridegroom ; who at this time 
would moft willingly have waved 
the fervice, had not his own nice 
fenfe of honour, and his zeal for his 
royal mafter, overcome every private 
motive. — 

— Were I to follow clofely, the ma- 
nufcript from whence the fubftance of 
this ftory is drawn, it would lead me 
into fome of the hiftorical tranfac- 
tions of thofe times, which are al- 
ready fufficiently known; — only i' 
is worthy of being remembered, tha 
there are encomiums beftowed on the 
chara6ter, J^nd perfon of Richard; 
upon both of which, hiftorians have 
thrown fo much deformity. — I IhalJ- 
therefore pafs over thofe circum- 
ftances, which are foreign to my 

Vol. 11. K fubjea:; 



[ 130 ] 

fubjeft; and only obferve, that the 
unfortunate Belville was amongft 
thofe of the king's followers, who 
fliared the fate of their royal mafter in 
PoswoRTH Field. — He was near 
Richard in great part of the battle, 
and was alfo a witnefs of his death; 

— and his own horfe being killed un- 
der him, either by the fall, or by being 
trampled on in the confufion, his thigh 
was broken; and, after Richmond's 
party had obtained the vi6lory, this 
gallant youth was carried, with feve- 
ral others wounded, into Leicester, 

— where, his rank being known, he 
was lodged in a monaftery of Black 
Friars, in that city, 

— His page, Bertram, who had 
ferved him from his infancy, took 
care that every afliftance fhould be 
procured him j — but the fever, which 

was 
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was occafioncd bf the accident, to- 
gether with the many iaruifcs he had 
a-eccived, neither gave himfelf,or thofc 
about him, any other prpfpea, but 
that of approaching death— 
^ Thofe who contemplate Belville a 
few weeks before, in the full vigour of 
youth, flattering himfelf with every 
<xpeaation of happinefs, that virtue, 
fortune, and an union with one of 
*e lovelieft of women, could prefent 
tohis imagination;— and now pifture 
liini — ftretched on a poor pallet,'— 
"forrounded by a parcel of mendicant 
•friars, — his countenance Ihrunk and 
^an,— and his eyes fixed with humi- 
«ty, and refignation, on a crucifix 
which they held before him, — can- 
not furely, by the contraft, . avoid 
dropping a figh, at the fallacy of hu- 
man bopesl — 

K 2 —A little 
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— A little before he expired, he 
defircd to be left alone with his Page, 
that he might give him his lateft or- 
ders.— 

" Bertram," fays he, — looking 
wiftfuUy on him — " the day that 
*^ hath ruined our Sovereign's fortune, 
'^ hath blafted mine!-^and that too, 
" in the moment when it fhone the 
^* fairefl: ! — Thou wilt foon render 
" me the laft of thy faithful fervices ! 
'' — Let my body reft with the fa- 
" thers of this houfe, — and as fcton 
*' as thou haft feen its due rites per- 
*^ formed, fpeed thee to Canter- 
*^ BURY, — and acquaint the holy Ab- 
" BOT of Saint Augustin, with the 
*' bloody event of yefterday. — Con- 
*^ jure him, that he unfold it to my 
" intended Bride, in fuch .manner 

« as 
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" as his difcretion fhall advife. — Bear 
'^ her this jewel from my finger, in 
*' token, that my laft thoughts dwelt 
" on her ; — and tell her, my only 
" figh in leaving the world, was for 
** the lofing her, whofe virtues fo em- 
'' bellifhed it !"— 

— The faithful Bertram dropped 
a tear of afFcftion and gratitude, over 
the grave of his gallant matter ;— 
and journeying to Canterbury with 
a burfting heart, prefented himfelf 
before the Abbot, with fuch a coun- 
tenance, as hardly needed a tongue to 
tell his melancholy errand. — 

The arrival of Belville's Page, 
could not be long a fecret to Isa- 
bella, who was then at her uncle's; 
and whofe mind inftantly foreboded 
fome extraordinary eventj — though the 
K3 news 
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news of the battle had not yet reach- 
ed that city. — 

When Saint Clair* was himfelf 
fufficiently compofed, to open the 
mournful bufinefs to his niece, he 
fpared none of that ghoftly comfort^ 
which a good man would offer oa 
fuch an occafion ; — though the a- 
mount of all that can be faid to 
the fons and daughters of afBiaion> 
is no more than this^ — that it is our 
duty, and our intereft, to bear, with 
patience, that which it is not in our 
power to alter ! — The emotions of na- 
ture muft fubfide, before the foothing 
voice of reafon can be heard ! — 

Isabella, after giving way to the 
firft tranfports of paffion, affumed a 
fortitude, and refignation^ which her 
piety alone could inlpire. — She de- 
fired that Bertram might be de- 
tained. 
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taincd, two, or three days, at the 
monaftery, — and as foon as her mind 
was more fortified, fhe would difpatch 
him to her fitter Frances, whom flic 
could then bear to fee with more 
calmnefs ; — and to whom flie fent the 
following letter, by the hands of the 
Page. 

^' Moft beloved Sifter, 
" I am plunged from the height of 
" imaginary happinefs, into the depth 
" of real diftrefs ! — The meflenger 
" who delivers this, will inform you 
** of my fituation, — and to him I re- 
" fer you for particulars, which I am 
** unable to dwell on. — Belville is 
'^ no more ! — All that dream of hap- 
" pincfs, which I hoped for, from 
** an alliance with that dear, that 
K 4 " amiable 



" amiable man, is vaniftied in an 
*^ inftant !— and I wake into a world, 
" that hath no objeft for nriy regard, 
" but the affeftion of nny ever tender 
^' Frances ! — I fupport my adverfity 
" with all the fortitude I can fum- 
" mon up; — but Heaven only knows 
*^ the ftruggles of my heart!— From 
'' the time that the united folicita- 
'^ tions of you, and my Uncle, pre- 
" vailed on me (though reluftantly) 
" to abfent myfelUfrom you, my 
" foul hath been agitated betweert 
" hope and difappointment 1 — I will 
*^ truft the fallacy of the world no 
" more -, — the remainder of my days 
" fhall be paffed with you ; — and wc 
" will end life as we began it> in an 
** infeparable union. — Your converfe, 
" and the folitude of a cloifter, can 

w alone 
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"alone reftore tranquillity to the 
'' n7ind, of your ever faithful, and 
" difconfolate 

*^ Isabella.'* 

When the Lady Abbess faw her 

I Sifter, (he found her ftill more con- 

f firmed in her refolution of entering 

on a monaftic hfe. — Her Uncle, con- 

; ceiving it might beft reftore a calm; 

\ to her troubled fpirics, no longer op- 

pofed it ; — and as loon as her affairs 

were properly adjufted, and every 

thing prepared, (he took the veil in 

i the convent where Frances pre- 

fided. 

— Isabella now found in religion, the 
I only confolation for her paft misfor- 
\ tunes ; — and though the remembrance 
!• of her beloved Belville, would often 
comeacrofs her, and fpread a tem- 
porary 
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porary gloom over her mind,— yet 
jBie conftantly ftrove to dilpel it, by 
piety and refignation. — The Two 
Sisters enjoyed all that heart-felt 
plcafurc, which arifes from rooted 
friendfhip; — and, as the efFefts of 
benevolent difpofitions operate on 
all around, theirs fcrvcd to com- 
municate happinefs[to all the Sifter- 
hood, 

TheLouvAiN Manufcript informs 
us, that after thefe ladies had paffed 
near fourteen years in this peaceful 
retirement, the Abbess was feized 
with an alarming fever, the efFefts of 
which hung fo long upon her, that 
they greatly endangered her life. — It 
is not difficult to conceive, how fc- 
vere Isabella's fufferings were, in this 
dreadful interval of fufpenfe and ap- 
prehenfion, or the anxieties of her 

mind> 
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mind, till her Sifter was rcftored to 
health. — 

Frances, during her illnefs, had 
made a private vow to the Blejfed Virgin 
Mary, that if (he recovered, fhe 
would fend feme coftly ofFerii^ to a 
ehapel, which was confecrated ta her, 
at a little Port, called Br ad stow, or 
Broad-Stairs, in the ifle of Tha- 
NET (part of which chapel is at this 
day remaining) j — and in which, her 
image was efteemed to work fuch 
great miracles, that Pilgrims came 
from parts very remote, to vifit it;. 
— and it was held in fuch veneration, 
that all (hipspaffing within fight of it;, 
are reported to have conftantly lowered 
their top-fails, to falute it.— And the 
fcaft of the Invention, of the Holy" 
Cross, which was the third day of 
May, being to be celebrated there, 
a with 
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with great fblemnity, — her gratitude 
for her recovery, and for the fup- 
pofed interceflion of the Virgin, de- 
termined her to go herfelf at that time 
and fulfil her vow. — 

Isabella obtained permiflion to 
accompany her Sifter in this devout 
purpofci — and the roads being little 
frequented in that age, and a horie 
almoft the only, conveyance — they 
refolved to put themfelves, with tvyo 
attendants, aboard a paffage-floop,''that 
ufually went, at ftated times, from 
Feversham to Broad-Stairs, and 
other parts along the coaft, between 
that place and the Downs. 

— They fet fail in the evening, but 
had not been at fea above two hours^ 
before a violent ftorm arofe. — Every 
one who is acquainted with the na- 
vigation of this coaft, quite to the 

moutli 
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tnouth of the Thames, knows how 
difficult it is rendered, by reafon of 
the many flats, and banks of fand, 
that obftnj£t it. — 

— The fuddennefs and fury of die 

ftorm, together with the thunder and 

lightning that accompanied it, threw 

a difmay amongft all the pafiengers; 

— and 'the mariners, from the op- 

pofition of the wind and tide, were 

unable to direft the veflel. — To pur- 

fue their courfe was imprafticable ; 

— they therefore attempted to favc 

themfelves, by running in on the 

Ihore, at a place called Reculver 

(which is a fmall village, though 

of great antiquity, fituate on the 

border of the iile of Thanet);— 

but the advance of night, and a 

thick fog, prevented them from dif- 

cerning cxaftly, whereabout they 

were, — 
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were. — Every endeavour to reach the 
Ihore was fruftrated by the ftorm 
driving them from it; — and their fails 
being all (battered, a fuddcn fwell of 
the fea, bore them quite out of their 
direftion, and ftruck the veffel on a 
bank of fand, called the Horse, 
that lies a little off from Recul- 

— The farprizc — ^the confufion— 
and the image of death, that muft 
naturally rufh into the rainds of peo- 
j)le, who arc on the point of beiag 
wrecked, — can only bejuftly felt, or 
defcribed, by thofe who have flood 
in fo dreadful a fituation. — Each one 
xecommended himfelf to God, and to 
his tutelar «?^«/.— The mariners hoift- 
cd out their long-boat, as precipitately 
as they could j — and that which moft 
agitated the thoughts of Frances 

and 
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and Isabella, was the mutual pre- 
fcrvation of each other. — 

Scarce was the boat on the furfacc 
of the waves, when every one was 
eager to rufli into it; — for it was 
certain the veffel nnuft bulge in a 
few hours, — and, to add to the 
horror, night advanced.— rThe Cap- 
tain, almoft by force, dragged the 
Lady Abbess, and her Sifter, from the 
cabin, — and fcarce bad he Helped the 
firft, half dead as (he was, down the 
fide of the (hip, when thofe who were 
already in the boat, finding they 
muft all perifli, if more got in, puflied 
<iff inftantly, and rowed towards Ihore, 
— in fpitc of the menaces of the 
Captain, who ftood on deck, fup- 
porting Isabella, — the intreaties of 
the Abbess, who was wild to re- 
turn, — 
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turn, — or the cries of the paflfeflgcrs 
left behind. 

—The only faint hope which now 
remained to thofe on board, was, that 
the veflel might poffibly hold toge- 
ther, till fome alfiftance could be ob- 
tained from the fliore ; which they ftill 
flattered themfelves would come, in 
cafe the boat reached the land,— 
which it providentially" did, though' 
with the utmoft rifle,— ^ Every one 
who remained in the veflfel was re- 
figned to his fate; — and furrounded 
as Isabella was, by impending death, 
it aflbrded no fmall confolation to 
her, to think, there was a poffibility 
t-hat her Sifl:er had efcaped. 

— It w^s four hours after the ar- 
rival of the boat, before any one durft 
venture out 3— when, the fl:orm abat- 
ing, 
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ing with the departure of the tide^ 
and the day being near dawning^ a 
large boat put off to the wreck.— 
When thofe who went to aflifl;> got 
to it, they found all the people on 
board, retired to different places be- 
neath the deck,-— great part of which 
was broken away«— ^Isabella had re- 
mained in the cabins one fide of 
which was alfo walhed off, and the 
room half fUlcd with wateri — Ihe 
was almoft exhaufted, by the terrors 
Ihe had fuftained, — ^tfae bruifes Ihe 
had receiired,— and the extreme cold 
in which ihe had fo long fuffered.— - 
They led her with the utmoft gen- 
tlcnefs from this wretched place,-< 
while (he, all pale and tremblings 
fcarcely comprehended at firft what 
they were doing; — ^yet life feemed to 
flulh anew in her countenance, on 
Vol. IL L hearing 
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•' together,— a ttme muft inevitably 
•' have come, when death would have 
*' diflblved our union. — I rejoice that 
" I am not the furvivor. — I die, 
** where I have ever wUhed to live, 
'* in the arms of the moft beloved of 
*' Sifters. — Pray for the repofe of my 
'* foul; — and lay me in the tomb 
" which you have allotted to be your 
*' own — that one grave may in death 
'^ hold our Remains, who in life had 
" but one heart." 

The lofs of Isabella plunged the 
Lady Abbess into that deep diftrefs, 
which minds, formed like her's, with 
the nobleft fcntiments of tendernefs, 
and benevolence, muft, on fuch a 
trial, inevitably feel.-T-She caufed the 
body of her unfortunate Sifter to be 
tranfported in folemnity, to their con- 
vent;— where, after it had been ex- 

pofed 
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pofed wich accuftomed rites, it was 
depoficed, with every mark of refpcft, 
in a vault, on one fide of the flirine 
of Saint Benedict, — bedewed with 
tears of the mod: heart- felt forrow, 
dropped from the eyes of all the 
Sifierhood. — 

When tiftie and rcfledion had 
fomewhat calmed her afflidion, 
Frances failed not to tranfmit, by 
the hands of her Confeflbr, (her uncle, 
the Abbot, having been fometioic 
dead*) her intended offering to the 

Firgin 

• This drcomftancc feems fully to de- 
cide the point of John de Saint Claih 
being the Abbot, whofe family name it 
loft in all the Chronicles of Saint Au** 
cvstin's monaftery.— Mr. Battel y tells 
tts, that John thb Abbot died in 1497; 
L 3 and 
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Firgin of Broad-Stairs,— accompa- 
nied by a donation of twelve malTes,, 
to be ' faid for the repofe of Isa- 
bella's foul. — And foon after, to per- 
petuate the mennory of her Sifter,— 
as well as to direft mariners in their 
courf^, — that they might efcapc the 
fad calamity herfclf had To fatally ex- 
perienced, — (he caufed a very ancient 
church, that flood on a rifing ground 
juft above the village of Reculver, 
and which was greatly fallen into de- 
cay, to be reftored, and much enlarged, 
-—and at one end thereof erefted two 
Towers with lofty Spires upon them,— 
the which fhe diredcd Ihould be called 

and the connexion this flory has with the 
battle of BoswoRTH Filld« which was fought 
in i^^S' ^^^^ ^^^ prefent period to be in feme 
part of the year J5.00. 

THE 
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THE SISTERS;— and to this day 
It retains the name, and is a fea-mark 
ofgreat utility. — 

In lefs than leven years, the whole 
church was completed; which Ihe en-i 
dewed very liberally, by a grant out of 
her own fortune j — and ordained, that 
there fhould be celebrated one fo- 
lemn mafs, on the firji day of every 
nionth (the wreck having happened 
on the frjl of May)'y and that a per- 
petual litany fhould be fung, for the 
eternal peace of the departed Isa- 
bella. — ^ 

She lived to iee this her Will exeJ- 
cuted,— as well as to beftow many 
other charitable donations, — not only 
on the convent over which (he pre- 
fided,— but on feveral other religious 
inltitutions j — and was, from, her ami.- 
L 4 able 
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abk chanftcr^ and pious exainple» be« 
loved^ and rdjpeded to the laft hour 
of her life — 

She furvived Isabella eleven years, 
and died moft fincerely, and deferved- 
ly lamented, towards the end of the 
year 151a.— 

Her Remains, purfuant to her own 
defire, were dcpofited by the fide of 
thofe of her Sifter^ with all that (b- 
lemnity due to her high rank and 
office. — A monument was erefted near 
to the place, where they were interred, 
with their figures kneeling, hand in 
hand, before a crofsj— and beneath it, 
a plate of brafs, recording their un- 
fhaken friendfhip. — 

— Faithful, — congenial fpirits ! — in 
whatfctrvcr world ye refide, peace be 
your lot!-^as virtue was your por- 
tion 
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non here ! — Long, long may this me- 
morial of your love remain ! — to guide 
the dubious vcffel in its courfe, and 
make your names Weft by the wan- 
derers of the deep !— 



SHIP- 
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S H I P ^ N E W S. 

T^HERE rarely pafled a day, du- 
ring my ftay at Margate, of 
which I did not fpend fome portion 
in the fociety of Clermont, and his 
fifter. — On calling upon them this 
afternoon, I thought every body's 
countenance faluted me, with more 
than its wonted good-humour. — It is 
a circumftance that ever gives one 
the moft pleafant feelings* 

— As I, in turn, addreffed my in- 
quiries to Marianne, I perceived 
a blufti on her cheek, — together with 
a little apparent hurry of fpirits. — 
She was moving about the room in 
queft of fomething, — and prefently 
went up ftairs — either to look for a fstn 
which Jhe had in her pcket — or her 

work-bag> 
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work-bag, which hung upon her arm, 
— though more probably to give 
Amelia an opportunity of fpeaking 
with me. 

— If I had not known, faid that 
Lady, that you were to dine to-day 
at Saint Laurence, I fhould cer- 
tainly have fent you a funnmonsj — for 
I was impatient to tell you, that 
- both my young friend, and myfelf, 
have received letters, this morning, 
from St£rling, who is got to Ire- 
"land- — Mine breathes the efFufion oif 
a grateful, mind, kindly approving, 
and applauding, the part I have afted ^ 
—Marianne's I have kept in my 
pocket, for your perufal s — and I now 
think nothing more can difturb an 
union, in ^vhich I confefs myfelf inte- 
refted, with the fondeft feelings of a 
mother, — But read the letter. — 

« I feizff 
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*I fcize the earliefl: moment of 
* informing ray dcareft Girl, of my 
" fafe arrival in Ireland,— where I 
** hope I (hall foon complete my bufi- 
**nefs — and then fet my fails to- 
" ward England, whither all my 
*^ thought?, and wifhes, are flown be- 
*' fore me. — I have a thoufand things 
*' to fay to you, — but time will only 
*^ allow me to tell you, that your's 
*' and Amelia's letters, reached me 
" at the Cape. — Heavens ! — how 
** was I tortured, when I learned who 
/* it was, that had fo cruelly, — though 
** fo unfuccefsfuUy, — tampered with 
*^ our feelings I— Poor Edmund I— 
*^ but his name fhall never again be 
" mentioned i — he cannot be more 
*' feverely punifhed than to reflefl:, 
*' that in the exigencies of future 
"life, he hath deprived himfclf, 

<*for 
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•* for ever, of the comfort and affcc* 
*^ tion of fuch a filler ! — Yourfel^ 
**and your faithfol protedrelsj have 
"been the guardians of my happt* 
^'nefs. — But I hope I have many 
** years before me, to pay that debt, 
•* which my heart fo gracefully avows ; 
** — though the debts of Senftbility, 
•• and of Love^ are the reverfe of all 
*' others, -—for, in the intercourfe of 
'* feeling minds, every attempt to dif^ 
** charge them, proves but the means 
" to increafe them ! — Be this, my 
" deareft Marianne, the commerce 
•* of our fives \ — I muft now bid yotf 
•* adieu, — that 1 may, before the dc- 
** parture of the poft, expreis to your 
^ generous friend, how much her 
*' conduit hath obliged me. — I wait 
^ the moment with impatience, when 

«* my 
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*' my lips can better affure you, how 
** much I am for e^er 

" Tour's, 6?c. 
" Sterliko." 

Amelia, all the whHe I was read- 
ing die letter, was wiping away a 
tear, — and Clermont bruihed oflf 
half a dozen that had filently flipt 
from his eyes. 

. — Well, fays he, when I had fi- 
nilhed it, — what think you now of 
the young man?— If his heart does 
act hang in the right place, I will 
tiever have an opinion of my own 
while I brieathe. — 1 have not a doubt 
■buf he will make my adopted niece, a 
fenfible, manly, and affeftionate huf- 
band. — You fmile at my caUing her 
fo; — but I muftown to you, that I 
3 wifc 
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-^ilh to imbibe every partiality of my 
filler's 5 — and Marianne is fuch a 
natural, engaging charafter, that to 
Jcnow her well^ and not be partial to 
her, would be an inipoffibility. — 
But, my old acquaintance, I have 
fomething more to fay to you on this 
fubjeft, for Emily vows that no one 
but yourfelf, ftiall perform the matri- 
monial ceremony j — and flie is confi- 
dent that you arc too much interefted 
for her friend^ to have any objee- 
tion,— 

She may be aflured, I can have 
inone. — There is fo much real fatiC 
faftion in bting inf^ntionalfy^ or even 
officially^ an inftrument to the happy 
union of others, that I feel an obli- 
gation to any one, who fuggefts to 
me the means of becoming fp. — My 
^recari^iDS healthy continued I^ would 

never 
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never allow me to execute the caUs 
of my profeffion, where the duty 
was confiderablej nor my principles^ 
to accept a truft^ which I felt myfelf 
unahU toferform^ — yet its offices have 
been ever ready to the claims of hu- 
manity, or of fricndfliip.t— And to fay 
truth. Madam, in the one you now 
folicit, I am as lucky a perfbn as 
you could poffibly apply to, — for I 
never married but three couple s — and 
though feveral years have fince elapfed, 
yet I never meet them, without fee- 
ing a fmile on their countenances, 
and receiving, from both fides, a re- 
petition of their thanks ; — - and this 
cordial acknowledgment, charms me 
the more in one of them, who was 
my intimate at College; as his hap- 
pinefs can only ariie from the great 
iuperiority of his noind^ to the nar- 

rownefs 
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rbwnefs of his fortune ^ — for with the' 
education and deportment of a gen- 
tleman, and a fcholar, — and under 
the difficulties, which the providing 
fcr five children, muft create, — he 
had never fufEcient intereft to pro- 
cure a living, — yet cheerfully goes 
through the daily, laborious duty of 
an extenfive, and populous parifh, 
which he fuftains with the confcien- 
tioufnefs of an apoftle, for feventy 
"pounds a year^ while his dignified* 
reftor, who rarely vifits the place, 
receives more than fix times that fum 
from it ! — 

It is to be lamented, refumed 
Clermont, that the preferments of 
the church are not more 'equally di- 
vided; — many have too much, — and 
the greater part of the clergy, far 
'too little j-^and, though I would not ' 
Vol. II. M doubt. 
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doubt, but that in the difpofal of the 
good things of this world, merit hath 
foraetimes its fliare j yet the only true 
paflTport to the obtaining them, is, 
what you call in this country, ./^/;- 
mxion. — ^Withcmt the aid of a patron 
who ha$ jntereft, mere merit- ftands 
but little chance of being noticed ;— 
and a man, even with thefihining 
Tirtues of your friend, may continue 
to ftarve oa a curacy, all the days of 
his life,— 

—But my good "Sir, allow me one 
woid more on the fubjedt— No one 
more truly- refpefts the clergy than 
n^felf, when their dodhine, and their 
charafters, llliiftrate each other — naji 
I firnily believe, that mahkind arc 
univerfally dilpofed to. reverence thwr 
funftion J— but, " bred a merchant,— 
4uid accuftomed to look- daily, on-ihe 
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Abtor zed creditor fide of my books, 
— and to hare a conitanc eye on the 
halance of both, — I am at a lofs to 
guefs what kind of conjiientious ha^ 
lance fomc of your Dignitaries ftrikc, 
vho undertake the cure of Jouls^ yci 
fo far from affording th«m their falu-^ 
tary aid, do not even know cither 
4bem, or their diforders. — You will 
excufe me, my friend, — but it feems 
to be juft the cafe of an apothecary^ 
who fhould charge his own attendance, 
yet entruft all his patients to the folc 
inlpeftion of h\s journeyman.-^ 

Prithee, bow can you account for thitf 
total negligence ? or, for what is aW 
moft as culpable, — the being fo little 
of the vigilant fhepherd, as only to 
look after the flock in the time of 
Jheering ? 

-^I am inclined to hope, faid l^ 
Ma' for 
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for the honour of my profeffion, that, 
this is not in general the cafe; and 
fhall therefore only reply to you, that 
as it is a queftion not fo proper to be 
anfwered by proxy, I would rather 
•leave its decifion to thofe whom it 
may concern. — 

This, however, you may depend oft 
— rthat it is to he a$cQuntedftn'.-^ 



THE 
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THE THEATRE. 

A LLthc crowned heads of the Mart- 
gate drama would, unqueftion- 
ably, take it amifs, fhould they be paff- 
cd over in filence. — Though it is my 
wifli to pleaf^ all — I poffefs a dcfire 
equally ftrong to offend none, — and 
Jeaft of all thofe who exert thei/ 
abilities for the entertainment of 
others.— Though the Kings,r— Lords, 
—and Commons, — in their theatrical 
barn aflembled, convey fuch confufed 
ideas of the perfonages they reprefent, ' 
that they become caricatures inftead 
of Gharadlcrsf— nor do they probably,, 
in general aim at any thing more, — 
fof there is ufually fuch a poverty, and 
laughable dittrefs, running through the 
whole performance, as renders Comedy 
M 3 cxtrcmcl' 
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extremely ridiculous,, and Tragedy: 
truly comical, — 

Some ladies of Amelia's acquaint- 
ance,, having, through humanity,, pa- 
tronized one of the poor players, ber 
fpoke HAMLET,r-and exerted their 
intereft to fill the houfe— it being 
for the benefit of the Gnoar, and. his 
wife. 

Clermont and. I were folicited to 
be of the party; — but the Theatre 
being much crowded, I found liayfelf 
unable to fuftain the heat of it.— 
My friend and I, therefore, before the 
curtaia d/ew. up, retired behind the 
fcenes ;— and indeed, when, we were 
got there, perceived but little pro- 
bability, that it would draw up the 
whole evening,:— for furely never was 
beheld fuch a fcene of confufion, as 
then appeared, in what fetvcd both 

for 
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fcr their general drcflingrroom/^and'' 
grecn-room.^^ 

The centincls, who were to mounj: 
guard before the palace of the Royal 
Dane^ for want of having any uni^ 
form in the. wardrobe, had borrowed 
a couple of failorsJ2^kets»— HoRATi(> 
was flriding about in a monftroui 
rage,-^declaring he would not a£L 
becaufe his owa -benefit had been un^p 
juftly put baclu — The manager, who 
was corpulent enough to have per-r 
fonated Famtaff, even almoft with«- 
out fluffing, — apparelled . as young 
Hamlet, was in no lefs a. pafTioti 
too, — damning the Ghost's, ilcod for 
being, in liquor,— who, ..as. well as his 
wife, had, .on the credit of the many 
tickets which were taken,., given way, 
through exccfs of joy, at dinner, to 
an indulgence they ihould more pru^ 
M 4 dently. 



ijently have poftponcd* tin nigfit;-*^ 
The Ghos^ had h'ttle to fay in his^ 
Hcfcnce, — but his lady, now the 
^een Mother^ — fat royally robed on a: 
joint-ftool,— and whilft fhe was dab- 
* bing the laft colouring on her cheeks, 
hickupped, with much, brevity, their 
mutual apology.-^Nor did the dif- 
%efs end. here — a fmith was fent for 
to break open Opjjelia's cojiuy-^ 
which ferving as a travelling trunk 
to this itinerant company, the Ghost's 
bdmePy Polonius's wi-g^ together with 
fome of the Danish, regalia^ were 
lodged within it;^ — and the manager, 
having alfo depofited with them a 
Half anker of run Jprtt^^ had fo- 
carefully put away the key, that in 
the hurry it could not be found,— 
fo that the mufic kept playing roa^ 
heef^ z:A every popular tune they 
' ' ' - could 
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could think on> to amufe the impa- 
tient audience, who knew nothing of 
the woeful cjifordcr that reigned be- 
hind. 

— The performance was fuch. as 
might naturally be fuppofedfrom the 
fituation and temper of the Dramatis 
Pirfon^. —Tht Gthost comp^fed him* 
felf far better than 1 expefted, — e» 
cept, that in the clofet fcene, he ex- 
erted more violence than became his 
eharader,'— and ru(hing in, too eage^* 
ly, dropped his coat of mail which was* 
accidentally untied. — However, as his^ 
fliirt happened to be clean, he might 
pafs in it full as well for an inhabi- 
tant of the other world, as he did in^ 
his old leathern armour. 

— Ophelia's dirty filk gown, had 
been deftined for a woman far more 
flender than, herfclf,— ^on which ac- 

X count. 
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eount^ the robings pinned ahnoft: at 
ber hips^.aod left her in grw dilHi- 
culties ta form a convenient fto- 
macher. — Neither (he, nor the Queen. 
could raife a pair of gloves,— and the 
latter having fcalckd her arm, by 
taking ofF a pot from the, fire, was 
compcUecJ to appear with it bound 
round with old linen, — which, ia 
trutb,,but /// hecamiJhs majeJfyofD^^-' 
jviARK. — The play was received with 
great indulgence, and:^ excited mucli 
niore mirth,, than it. did either tcrrori 
or pity.r— 

I have often confidered myfclfi 
when behind the fcenes of more re«- 
fpeftablc theatres, to be in the fiiua^ 
tion of thofe who are in reality about 
fuch elevated charadters in life, as on 
the ftage are only perfonated. — They 
Hand in a very different point of view 

to 
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CO diofe who>obfeFye them near, when 
ihey are not afting their parts,— and 
who fee what poor flimfy materials 
eontribute to deck them our, as ob- 
jc&s for the public eye ! 

—It is of much moment, on which 
fide of the curtain we contemplate 
either men>. or things!—- 

It were next to impoffible to fee 
fach noble fcenes,. as are interfperfed 
in this whimfical tragedy,, blundered 
through, and converted to farce,, with- 
out their exciting a hearty laugh;— 
and yet, on the beft-regulated theatres> 
how few are there who can fupport 
a fine drawn diarafter chaftly, and ad^ 
mirably throughout? — The dignified 
fcenes of the tragic Mufs^ befides an 
harmonioiis voice and ear, fuper-* 
added to very many perfonal accom- 
plUhments in the player, demand 

ftrong 
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ftrong judgment, and delicate feel- 
ings, — - and thofe who poffefs this af- 
femblage of endowments (a few ex- 
ceptions allowed) rarely choofe to ex- 
pofe their talents in* a fituation of this 
imture. ^ — Should any future fafhion- 
render the profeflion eligible, there 
would be found, with fuch advan- 
^ges, no myftery in it> — nor would 
the ftage feel the want of as great ou- 
naments, as it hath hitherto ever 
boafted. — The fame argument muff 
inevitably appear juft, with refpeft to 
the lighter Jcenes of the drama;— it 
being difficult for an. a<5lor, without 
the aid of a very fuperior genius, t(y 
delineate, with eafe, and propriety, 
' manners whieh he is not familiarizei 
to himfclf. — H^ence it is, that the 
characters of genteel comedy,* are thofe 
which in general fufier the moft ia 

repre- 
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Tcprefentation, — while the ftrong- 
marked features of common lifc^ 
rarely fail of receiving their due co- 
louring.— 

As Clermont and I, between the 
play and the farce, were debating 
thefe matters, on an old form, which 
ten minutes before had conftituted 
the l^brone of Denmark— Our neigh- ' 
boufs, fays my friend, underftand 
this bufinefs better ; their natural 
vivacity, and habitual politenefs, give 
them great advantages on the ftagc, 
— and their's is the only ftage I have 
ifeen, where their people of rank and • 
faftiion are perfeftly well perfonatedl ' 
— *- when they get into their bulkins, ^ 
I own there is far more declamation, 
than I think natural — but their dra- 
matic compofitions arc excellent. — ' 
1 know not whether a long abftnce- 

from 
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from the Ekgli^h theatre^ and afre* 
qucnt attendance on the French oiie> 
hath vitiated my judgment, — but I 
confefs^ I love a tragedy that ends 
happily, and where the Aruggles of 
virtue ar^ crowned with triumpL— 
Pi$r is a mate pleafing cxercife of 
the human mind, thao terror! — Scenes 
of this kind, I have ever obfervcd, are 
konoured with the mod tears ; — and 
tears are the plaudits of unerring 
nature! — A judicious writer will deep- 
ly intcreft the paffions— awaken fcn- 
fibility, — ard penetrate every avenue 
to the heart, without the aid of either 
murder^ or of death; — which, by being 
made too familiar to our fight, ' foon 
lofe the efFeft they fliould infpire. — 
To fpeak plainly, I think we have * 
dealt rather to6 lai:gely in daggers, 
and poifon^ on thifi Hdt of the water 

—I hate 
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-^^I hate -a fifth aft, which, as this of 
to-night, makes the itage like the 
fhop of 2L carcafe^butcher. — If we had 
our eye a little more on the French 
theatre,! can never l>elicve we ihould 
write the worfe for it^— 

— For Heaven's fake, my good 
friend, cried I, forbear any parallel ! — 
Ever live well with thofc you muft 
live with ; — - people do not always 
give up opinion with good-humour. 
—The great fcenes of Shakespeare — 
%hich no pen hath hitherto ^ther 
rivalled, or approached, — will, I hope, 
ever live on our ftage, in fpite of 
fome few abfurd ones with ^which they 
are intermixed. — You muft confix 
der .this ProdHtOy of Nature, as 
born in an age, when the rules of 
dramatic yrriting were but little ftu- 
died, even in the moft polilhed na- 
tions.— 
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tions. — Marry of his fucceflbris, who 
copied his faults, though unable to 
imitate his beauties, may in truth, af- 
ford you an ample field for criticiliTi. 
— However, to pacify your fpirit, al- 
low me to fay, that fince the period 
when you left England, we have had 
our obligations to the French thea- 
tre, — and very many pieces, whofe 
grofs Abjurdities did not fhock our 
wife grand-fathers, — nor whole great 
Immodefy put our virtuous grand-mo- 
thers out of countenance, — would not, 
1 affure you, now be allowed an au- 
dience.— 

Step by ftep, we Ihall draw nearer 
to truth, -^ and it is no fmall advance 
toward J'afte and Natur^^ — to have jgot 
^rid oi Ind^cency.^ and Inrprohahility. 
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EDUCATION. 

pLERMONT poffeffes one of the 
beft of hearts, together with an 
excellent underftanding, much im- 
proved by books, yet far more by a 
long knowledge of the world — but is 
at the fame time, fo fettled in his opi- 
nions, that he will not readily give up 
a point. — 

— After our return from the play, 
no fooner was the fupper-cloth re- 
moved, than he entered again on the 
topic of dramatic writing ; which led 
him naturally enough, in defence of 
what he had before urged on that head, 
to afcribe much of our notions, on this 
fubjeft, to the Prejudices of Education i 
— which being allowed by both of us, 
all the weight they neceflarily muft 

Vol, II. N have. 
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have, like moft difputants we foon got 
a little wide of the mark from whence 
we ftarted, and infenfibly found our- 
fclves on new ground — nay, on die 
Very ground from whence thofe Vrt- 
judites fpring. 

What we meet with every day, 
continued Clermont, is fo familia- 
rized to us, that it paflfes without 
making the ^ fmalleft impreflion, — 
the mind rarely paufcs to confider it; 
—and hence many a local error, or 
abfurdity, is ftill perfevered in* — Now 
I have myfelf been fo long an Alien 
from my own country, and thereby 
become a citizen of the world, that 
I may poffibly, from the above caufe 
(you will excufe me, my friend) view 
many things that relate to modern 
education, in a very different light 
from yourfelf. 

My 
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My own obfcrvations, faid I, will 
lead me to aflent readily, to the truth 
of what you have been aflerting, 
^* That the youth of moft countries 
V in Europe, appear to be much 
**' earlier falhioned to the world, than 
^' our own ;'* — that is, they attain the 
manners, and deportment of men, at 
a much earlier period.— Accuftomed 
to a conftant intercourfe with ladies, , 
they cultivate that habitual attention 
-and poKtenefsj which is not eafily ac- 
quired in reelufe feminaries, folely 
devoted to learning — nor, indeed, do 
they at the fame time feem deficient 
•either in ufeful, or ornamental fcience 
— but, like Ikilful gardeners, make 
the moft of the foil, and fpread out 
both fruit, and flowers, in the fame 
fetfon. — -Whether they may be fo 
deep grounded in Greek and Latin, 
N 2 - I leave 
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I leave to the decifion of our Heads 
of Houfer — being myfclf a traveller 
only in purfuit of Nature > — and if 
in any of my Sketches, I occafionally 
introduce the efFefts of Art, it is 
merely as a back-ground, to contraft, 
and throw forward, the great objeft I 
aim to delineate. 

As to your Heads of Houfes, replied 
Clermont, they would decide it 
againft all Europe, without taking 
one turn round their Quadrangle, to 
debate the qveftion. — I would, how- 
ever, on no account, be underftood 
to depreciate ^ profound knowledge 
in either of thpfe languages ; — you 
may recoiled. When we were together 
at the Univerfity, I was cfteemed a 
good proficient in both — yet, though 
they have, pleafurably filled up many 
parts' of my life, I cannot fay that 

the 
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the profit they have been of to me, 
has been in the liTtalleft degree ade- 
quate to the wafte of years that elapfed 
in attaining them; — and of years — be 
it remennbered — that return no more ! 
— I fee no reafon why they might not 
be acquired in a far Ihorter time 
— - How little a fpaee makes us maf- 
ters, of not only one, but of many 
of the tongues of Europje! — nay, 
much deeper matters too than moft of 
us ever become of the others! — I 
cannot but think our fyftem of edu- 
cation, rather calculated for Beings 
who could infure half a century of 
longer exiftence, than is commonly 
allotted to the race oimzTi.—K fourth 
fart of the very longeft life, — and a 
full half of what the generality of 
mankind adlually know, is almoft 
folely appropriated to the b^ing able 
N 3 ta 
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to read, and conftnie, two dead 
languages, that have been more than 
a thoufand years out of ufej — and> 
though I may be thought to merit 
being burnt for a Hereticy I oiuft a(k 
you, what i& the fum of knowledge 
which they convey ? — and to which. 
this large portion of our days is de- 
voted ? — Of the books that are put 
into our i^hands, the far greater part 
are the Poets, who inftruft us in the 
extravagant fyftena of Ancient Mytbo- 
iogy — than which,, human folly nevei; 
in vented, any thing fo compleatly ab- 
furd, — fo complcatly vicious. — The 
boy ha& no iboner got grounded vtt 
his catechifm, than he is introduced 
to a familiarity with the Heathen 
Divinities, male and female !— and 
fuch a fet of ragamuflins they arc, as 
hardly ever difgraced the earth;— un- 

juft,- 
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juft, — libidinous^ — revengeful,— with 
more than mortal failings, and with 
more tlian mortal paflions, — fpreading 
their vices through all regions, and 
peopling half the globe with their 
baftard progeny \ — 

Downright Herejy indeed I cried I, 

— But downright truth, neverthelefs, 
refumed my old friend ; — nor need I 
prove it, by citing examples which 
every fchool-boy hath his head cram- 
med with : — Only as one inftance, let 
us take' the charafter of JupiTEif, 
the father of all the gods ; -^^ married 
to his own fitter, — filling heaven and 
earth with his enormous debauche- 
ries, — uling his omnipotence only to 
aecomplifti his abandoned purpofes, 

— defcending in a fliower of gold to 
ravifh Danae, — reverfing even the 
laws of Nature, — transforming him- 

N4 felf 
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fclf into an Eagky for Ganymede, — 
into a Bulli to indulge his palTion for 
EuROPA,— and into a Swan^ to com.- 
tnit a rape on Led a — who, in coa- 
fequence of her criminal intercourfe 
with the Thunderer of Olympus, [is 
ordained to lay a couple of eggs ^ from 
which fhe batches Castor, and Pol- 
tux, and their Two Sifters I — 

Such are fome of the oudines that 
diftinguifl^ Jove himfelf! — and fuch 
are the jfirfi rudiments of inftruftioi) 
that are poured into the youthful 
mind I— So that almoft every lad who 
happens to depart this life, before he 
goes to the Univerfity, leaves the 
world with very little other know- 
ledge, than this incoherent jargon,. | 
which hath infulted his underftand- 
ing!— 

— I much doubt, replied I, whe- 
ther i 
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tier their Reverences have ever confJ- 
dered this point, — and I mufl: freely 
own, that there is much plaufibility 
in what you have faid. — We are all 
certain, that our firft mprejjions arc 
thofe which are retained the longeft, 
and are with the utmoft difficulty, if 
ever, effaced. — In the morning of 
life, when the mind, like an unfold- ^ 
ing flower, is (hooting upward, — and 
eager after novelty, nourifhes itfelf with 
every thing that is planted near it — 
it is furely of much moment that it 
Ihould he wxitered with the furefi 
Springs I — and reared to Truth and 
Virtue, by the moft unwearied at- 
tention ! — A knowledge of Ancient 
Mythology is of great aid, in a later 
period of life, to the flights of poetry, 
—and hath opened a more fpacious 
field to the imitative arts j— but how 

far 
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far thefe fcenes of fiftion, and thcfe 
contemptible immortals you have de- 
fcribed, are proper to be the firft ac- 
quaintance of our youth, before we 
have abilities to fcparare Truth from 
Jllegoryy— or what better knowledge 
fhould engage that early feafon>— is a 
queftion I would wifli to leave un- 
decided, — at leaft, undecided by my- 
felf— 

As I have been lefs fcrupulous, 
refumed Clermont, on the fubjeft, 
and as you have" already denounced 
me a Hereticy it will coft but a faggot 
extraordinary, if, in the fame caufe, 
I advance one ftcp, farther,— and ex- 
prefs to you my doubts, whether alfo 
the filling of boys heads, with thd 
wild ftories of Jncieni Heroes^ who 
are held out as fecondary objefts of 
their attention, might not, on the 

whole, 
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[ whole, be better cmnitted* — Diflir>- 
I guiQied examples of magnanimity^ 
and virtue, when divefted of all le- 
gendary nonfenfe, (hould^ unquef- 
tionably, be ftrongly imprefled on- 
thcir memories, — but the generality 
of thofe who have defcended to our 
times, under the denomination of 
Heroes, have been fuch as have ac- 
quired that title, from their unjuft 
conquefts, and lawlefs devaftations^ 
— It is to be lamented,, that the 
world hath ir^plicitly afExed fo much 
imaginary repute to their names, that, 
trained up in thtir /ple/tdid delufions^. 
young people, I fear, much too of- 
ten, read the fad annals they have 
ftained with blood, without feeling 
that Jaudable indignation, for the vio-- 
lated rights of humanity, which> but. 
for the impojiions of Education, Na- 
ture 



[ 



1 
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tiirc would excite m their bofoms.— 
I freely own, I have fo little venera- 
tion for this clafs of Beings, that I 
feel a fatbfaftion whenever their ti- 
tles are depreciated, — and am happy 
to find, that there are people in the 
world bold enough to difgrace daily, 
even the name of a CiESAR — by mak- 
ing it the appellation of a fnivcUing 
Lap Dogy or a little Negro Slave in a 
WtsT-lNDiAN family. — 

As this fubjeft hath engaged our 
thoughts, I cannot quit it, without 
expreffing my wonder, that in our 
eager and long purfmts of dead Ian- 
giiagesy fo little attention is paid to 
the being correft, and elegant in our 
own I which, through future years, is 
to convey all our fentimeots,— Whe- 
ther we are deftined to fhine in pub- 
lic as orators, or authors, — or fill with 

graccx 
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grace, the ftations of private life — 
I am well perfuaded it would be a 
moft beneficial part of education, 
were our youth accuftomed to read 
aloud, and declaim in Englifli. — 
Their ear would become habituated 
to cadence, — the voice infenfibly learn 
to give ftrength, and harmony, to 
every period, — and they could not 
fall of acquiring a purity of ftyle,— 
From this omiflion, how frequently 
do we meet with men of great learn- 
ing, whofe reading gives one pain? 
—How often is fine reafoning deli- 
vered, without commanding atten- 
tion ? — The offices of the Church per- 
formed, without energy, — and the de- 
bates of the Senate, diverted of that 
elocution, which always fo power- 
fully graces both the Ipeaker, and the 



argument? 



On 
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On this head, returned I, I totafly^ 
jein with you. — ^You muft remembcf 
Dr. Classic, the fenior fellow of our 
college; — no man d£eper in the Greek 
and Roman tongues, — no man jhd- 
Jower in his own; — he could write 
.twenty pages of Ciceronian Latin, 
— but talked English as coarfely as 
a wafherwoman, — and read it in a 
ivorfc tone than the bellman.— 

— I am rather furprized, brother^ 
fays Amelia, that in yo«r criticifm 
Mon modern education, the mode of 
training up young ladies, fliould have 
•cfcaped your remarks, — in which FiS- 
idlers and Dancing-maji^rs areconfider- 
^d as xht Jupreme objeS of attention:; 
and may fairly dilpute the time with 
your Greek and Latin.— 

Why truly. Madam, replied Cler- 
mont, the fine parts which Nature 
2 hath 



[ 191 ] 

hath beftowcd on your fex, are not 
always, I muft confefs, cultivated in 
the moft advantageous manner j — and 
perhaps, too much ftrefs is laid on 
thofe external accomplifliments, which, 
in a very few years, arc neglefted, 
even by thofe, who have attained 
them with fo much time and affi- 
duity!— But women, my dear Emily, 
who poffefs the good fenfe you arc 
miftrefe of, perceive the htjufficiency 
of fafhion, and of themfelves reftify 
its Errors. — 

—I am much obliged to you for 
your compliment, brother; and hope, 
for the credit of our fex, that the fen- 
timents you entertain of us, are juft. 
— I have ever wilhed my young friend 
here to follow ^ but not Jacrifice to fa- 
ihion.^— External accomplifliments are 

great 
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great aids to peribnal charms,-- but 
beauty, if not affifted by fomething 
more, hath rarely fufficient power to 
maintain tong the conqueft it hath 
made. — It is only when united with 
the graces of the mind, that its vic- 
tory becomes complete ! — ^The Friend, 
— ^thc Companion, — and the Miftrefs, 
— ^then join to bind faft the chaplet 
of Love, — and the empir-e of domef- 
tic happincfs, is founded not in p(f- 
Jion, but in the Heart i — 'Ruz our 
candles are almoft burnt out, and it 
is time, I think, to withdraw. — 

I did not apprehend. Madam, faid 
I (looking at ray watch, and per- 
ceiving it was paft twelve) that we 
had trefpaffed fo much on your hour 
— but my friend's Gods and Heroes 
have led us into the fcrape, — and, I. 

fear, 
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Tear,iwill lead him into a greater one, 
-fliould he everpublifti his opmions to 
the world. — 

As they can never do the world 
any injury, returned Clermont, 1 
am perfeftly indifferent about the 
matter ^— Whatever oppofes a long 
cftablilhed cuftom, even though it 
aims to remove a fuppofed errors- 
will be fure to have the general voice 
againft it^ — but ingenuous minds, 
unawed by precedent, — and fearlefs 
of innovation, — will always hear with 
candour — and have temper enough 
to think for themfelves. — Allegory 
hath placed Truth at tlie bottom of 
a Well, — on which account flie is 
difficult of accefs; — and whenever 
Ihe deigns to vifit us^ is a long while 
emerging* — 

We have every reafon to believe 
VoL.IL O that 
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that Jfoons were in fome fhapc or 
other, ufed as early as the days of 
Jacob — but it was near four thoufand 
years after, before w6 found out which 
was the right way to fix their bandies i 



THE 
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THE FAREWELL. 

A S the exercife and air which I 
have enjoyed at this place, have 
contributed to recruit my health, even 
beyond my ucmoft expectations, I be- 
gin now to turn my thoughts toward 
the Capital; — the family who have 
made my refidence here fo pleafurable, 
being alfo foon to remove hence. — 
Indeed, they only wait the arrival of 
Captain Sterling, who is daily ex- 
pefted ; and will in a few days after 
that event, return back to town — 
where I hope it will not be long, be- 
fore I (hall be called on, to perform 
the ofEcc of uniting the amiable Ma- 
niANNE, with her long-deftined huf- 
band*--But there are ever many preli- 
O 2 minarics 
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minarics to be fettled on thefe occa- 
fions; and the lawyers always claim 
precedefnce of the thurch. — 

— Be our preliminaries, my dear 
Jenny, as fliort as poflible !— I have 
given you my heart — ^which is all I 
have to fettle.— 

As it will be neceffary, before I 
quit Margate, to leave a Card of 
Conge at the door of all my acquaint- 
ance, I wilh to take the fame oppor- 
tunity of dropping one with all my 
readers. — By the time ' it falls into 
their hands, we fhall have travelled 
almoft through two volumes toge- 
ther, and they will have fpent 
hours enough in my company, to 
decide whether I am worth their fu- 
ture notice 5— if thofe hours fhould 
not have proved unpleafant, we may 

.probablf 
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probably on fome other ground, meet 
again, and renew the acquaintance 
we have now made; — nor can an 
author, in bidding farewell to his 
readers, wifli for any circumftance 
more flattering, than to leave them 
in a difpofition fo favourable to his 
inters ft» 



a THE 
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THE LONDON HOY. 

T HAVE been thefe three days ba> 
lancing in my mind, whether I 
fliould return to town by land, or 
by water.r— The great road, however 
rich in beautiful profpefts, hath no 
novelty to me,, who have fo frequent- 
ly travelled it ; — and the courft of the 
Thames, being perfeftly new, tfiade^ 
me rather incline to truft the fea; 
which,, never affedting me with the 
leaft ficknefs, is always both pleafant>. 
and healthful to me. 

— But then there is no conveyance 
on this element, but the Hoys!— 
And what does that fignify ? — there 
are always merry folks aboard; -and 
I have ften them fo many times go 
©fF in fuch high fpirits, that I fhall 

not 
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Hot diflikc to make one among them. 
— A crowd affords variety, and is ne- 
ver unpleafant to me, if I have the 
liberty of fitting flill in it. — 

So this matter was finally adjufbed, 
and La Pierre fent off to give m/' 
laddle-horlcs fafe conduft to town. 

Clermon-t would fee me aboard; 
— half M^ARGATE thronged the Pier- 
Head, — and the deck of the Hoy 
feemed already covered with pafTen- 
gers.! — The morning was delicious,— 
and the fea wore a mofl inviting ap^ 
pearance; — fo taking leave of my 
worthy friend, I flepped into the vefTeU 
arid feated myfelf at the Itern, on one 
fide of the fleerage. 

No fooner had we began to pufh 

off, when a good voyage was echoed: 

from an hundred voices at once; — 

while^ jCte not forget that far eel — 

Q 4 . iWy 
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My love to Harry — Tell Betty I 
Jifall Joon be in town — Rememker me to, 
JoHi^i^Harue you got your hajket ofcoli 
meat ? — Take care your bonnet does not 
blow off— 'Be Jure give Peggy tbaflet^ 
/^rir— and a thoufand fuch- other, me- 
mentos, were refounded fronn various. 
quarters. — 

— A frefh gale immediately fpring- 
ing up, we perceived, every five mi- 
nutes, the coaft of Margate dimi- 
nilh to our fight,; — and indeed we had. 
our eyes, and attention, called aao-- 
ther way, by a. fleet of more than, 
forty West-Indiaivien, who were all,. 
like ourfelves, making for the Port 
of London, but with an^ cagerncfs,, 
far tranfcending ours, from having 
traverfed fuch a length of fea. to arrive 
at it. 

—I began now to have alittlc Icifure,. 

tov 
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tofurvey the cargo we ourfclves had 
on board.T — It confifted of a few gen- 
demen, who, like myfelf, enjoyed a, 
paffage by feaj— fome decent fhop- 
keepers, and their wives, who had: 
been wafhing off the fumnaer duft of 
LoisLDON,-^and the remainder chiefly 
connpofed of the fervants of families, 
that had left Margate, who were 
all extremely communicative, and ap- 
peared to have fpent their time in 
that happy idlenefs, which fuch an 
excurfion from home ufually gives 
them. — Every creature at Margate 
was monfiroujly polite, ~ every place 
about it immenfely pretty, — and the 
fmuggled tea moft extravagantly c\\t2L^. 
•~ I might have picked up anecdotes 
and affeEtation to'have lafted my life, 
but the wind kindly blew it half 
away, before it could enter my ears. — 

Being 
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Being by this time got into the 
Mid-Channel, the rolling of the fhip 
gave a new turn to matters.— The 
efFefts of the breeze, which had 
hitherto fo bri(kened our courfe, be- 
gan now to be fenfibly felt by the 
greater part of the company ;— fomc 
put on a very ferious countenance, 
— fome turned pale, — others com- 
plained of a fwimming in their head,, 
—others, that every thing moved 
under them,— and it was not long af- 
ter, before it became very apparent, 
that every thing alfo moved within. 
them ; — fo I fat very quietly, and ga- 
thered up the flaps of my coat,— 
for I hate to carry away the property 
of any one. 

— They will be all the better for 
it, thought I, when they get home, 
— and the fea. not much the worfc. — 

As 



As we failed by Reculver, Tcould 
HOt avoid turning a look of love to- 
ward The Sisters, while my heart 
in filencc, once more bleffed the names 
©f Frances and Isabella. 

There are writers who, fleering the 
fame courfe that I am, would tell 
you, that the coaft of EissEx lay 
ipread alpng to the right, — and that 
of Kent to the left; — which would 
infer a fuppofition, that the Reader 
did not know where he was, — and 
fuch fuppofition mufl refleft fome 
difcredit on an Author. — Now I haye 
in this work already declared, that 
I meant profefTedly to defcribe no- 
thing; fo fhall leave quite unnoticed, 
the Bays, Creeks, Inlets of lefTer Ri- 
verSj and Points of Land, which we 
pafTed, — contenting myfelf with ob- 
ferving, that our whole courfe, and 
a the 
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the fine weather that illuminated every^ 
objeft, piftured fuch a fucceffion of 
beautiful fcenes, as might, have fur- 
nifhed a variety of Sketches, to thofe 
who defcribe in different colours to 
myfelf. — 

— My aim is not to paint for the 
Eyey — but for the Heart ! — 

The afcefnding fuch a noble river 
as the Thames, cannot but afford to 
a fpeculative mind, the higheft fatif- 
fadlion, fronl the immenfe traffick 
which \^ feen carried on by it, — and the 
amazing number of fhips, that are 
failing from the firfl: commercial city 
in the world, to convey its arts, and 
its manufactures to the remote parts 
of the globe ;— while thofe of other 
nations are pouring i% to enrich iw 
with the advantage of. their varied la- 
bours,, and furnifh us with thofe na,- 

tural 
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tural produftions denied to our own 
climate. — One contemplates in the 
profpeft, induftry protefted, — inge- 
nuity rewarded, — the wants of life 
fupplied, — the defires of opulence 
indulged!— Our enormous Metropo- 
lis receives the whole into her port, 
as the ftomach does its aliments, — 
which are immediately taken up, 
! and fecreted, by unnumbered dufts, 
I and channels, and thence circulated 
through ten thoufand veins and ar- 
teries, — transfufmg national ftrength 
ahd wealth, even to the moft remote 
members.— 

After enjoying the beautiful wind- 
ing of the Hope, we made a (hort 
ftop at Gravesend, to put fome paf* 
fengers afhore, and drop fome goods 
the matter had on boards — by this 
circumftance, we lay a-long-fide of a 

Tranfport- 



Tran{port-veffel, that was at anchor 
ofF that place, and was conveying 
upwards oi four/core felons to Ame- 
rica. — Two gentlemen, who had ac- 
cidentally been my companions in 
the Hoy, had the curiofity to ftep 
^into the Tranfport; and declared to 
me at their return, that their huma- 
>nity was moft fenfibly touched, at fee- 
ing fo many unfortunate wretches of 
all ages, from fixteen, to fixty, whofe 
'hardened deportment too ftrongly 
rteftified, that even the fenfe of fhame, 
which often outlives the nobler vir- 
tues of the mind, in appearance, ex- 
icited no fentiment in theirs. 

— Heaven proteft the country, faid 
*I, whither they are going to be tranf- 
pknted! — for they are weeds that ^ 
muft difgrace every foil ! — It is a me- 
dancholy refleftioni that ncccffity forces 

41S 
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US every year to expel from the king- 
dom, fuch numbers of our fellow- 
creatures, with whom there is no 
living, but at the rifque of our peace, 
and fafety, — and againft whofe fraud 
and villainy, it requires more, art to 
fence ourfelves, than againft the moft 
favage animals that ravage the world, 
— However, as I am going to Lon- 
don, I rejoice to think that there arc 
at leaft, four/core fewer rogues in 
it, than there were, when I came 
away.— • 

So with this confolation, in fetto^ 
we purfued cheerfully, the remainder 
of our ;yoyagc, — and in about elevea 
hours from the time we left Mar- 
gate, were fafely landed at Wooi. 
Quay. 
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THE FAMILY-PICTURE. 

IT was quite dufk when! got alhore, 
and the evening being ddightfuUy 
ferene, I was glad, after fo long a 
<:onfinement, to Aretch my legs, and 
determined to walk home to my lodg- 
ings at the weft end of the town. 

— It is a doubt, whether any Ca- 
pital in Europe equals tLondon in 
yopuloufnefs, — but it is beyond a 
doubt, that none vie with it in con- 
venience and cleanlinefe. — I could 
wilh thofe, who may be inclined to 
difpute my affertion, would confider 
the wonderful fecurity in which near 
a miUion oF people are crowded tO'^ 
gether, — and the equally wonderful 
manner in which this million are fup- 
plicd with every thing that neceflity 

.demands, 
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demandis, or extravagance ean call 
for.— The good order preferved in 
eur ftreets by day, — the matchlefs 
utility and beauty of their illumina- 
tion by night, — and what is, perhaps, 
the moft eflfential of all, the afto- 
nilhing fupply o( water which is 
poured into every private houfe, 
however fmall, even to profufion ! — 
the fuperflux of which clears all the 
drains and fewers, and affifts greatly 
in prcferving good air,- — health,: — and 
comfort !• — 

Paris may be Imele five mile^- be- 
fore you arrive at it — Maori Dy ten 
—and all the great cities of *Fr^ncs, 
and Spain, in proportion :— As to 
thofe of Italy,, the atnaofphere which 
furrounds them, is fo impregnated 
with Garlicky that the nofe cannot 
€afily analyze the other compounds 

Vol. II.. . -F which 



^hich are overpowered by it;-^ydt? 
in fpite of all the advantages our 
metropolis naay boaft, thofe who ace- 
}uft arrived from the purer air rf the 
country, will, every here and there,, 
at a ihort turning, or alley- end, catch, 
many an unfavoury whifF, which the; 
would always wi(h to get. to thewind-^ 
ward of— 

—On theft occafions l have com- 
monly recourfe to my fnuff-boxj but: 
its contents were unfortunately ex- 
haufted, by bemg liberally offered to» 
fomc of my companions in the Hoy,— 
fo it occurred to me, to call at my 
old fnuff-fhop in Covent-Garden,, 
and get it replenished j conceiving I 
♦might, at the fame time, pick up a, 
litde intelligence, of what was ftirring 
in town, — 

The fhop was lighted up, as ufuaJ,. 

and 
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afid two candles ftanding on the courr- 
'ttr, — but the door being bolted,. I 
knocked twice before I gained adnif- 
fion;^.^hen the matter coming frqm 
above ftairs, complimented me on my 
return home, and on the good looks I 
Tf had brought back with me. — • 

I thanked him for his civility,— 
and my nofe being become very im- 
patient, I whipped my fnuff-box from 
my pocket, and borrowed a hafty pinch>> 
from the jar he had taken down. 

— I thought as he was filing my 
box,, that his features had more than 
their ufual glow of gooJ-nature,^ — 
and at the fame time heaftng a fe- 
male voice above ftairs, accompanied 
by a guitar,7— I fear, faid I, that I 
have called you down from fome con- 
vivial meeting— I hate to fufpend 
any one*s pleafure, even for a mo- 
P 2 ment— 
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mcnt— fo there is my money, and now 
run up again to your friends. — 

You by no means fufpend my 
pleafure, replied my toBacconift;— ^ 
nay, you will increafe it, by allowing 
me to tell you what hath occafioned 
it. — It is in truth, a fcene that mights 
interejl your Feelings. 

Two young men, who have for a^ 
great length of time lived' with mc 
under this roof, have endured the fe- 
vere mortification of feeing a worthy 
father, whofe talents and ingenuity 
might havje entitled him to a bet- 
ter fate, by a feries- of misfortunes,, 
thrown into confinement ; and by the 
rigour of an unrelenting creditor, de- 
tained there fbr the greater part of 
twenty years. — Though their fituation- 
in life, denied them the power of 
refcuing him from h:s adverfity,. yet 

they 
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^hey have comforted him conftantljr 
by their daily vifits, and fupported 
both him and his fecond wife, by the 
labour of their hands; — ever pouring 
into his wounded bofom, the balm 

-of filial afFcftion. — An aft of grace 
hath at laft fet the diftreffed parent 
^t liberty, — and they have this even- 
ing been to fetch him home from the 

•forlorn fcene of Captivity, which hath 
worn down his grey hairs. — We have 
made a little fupper on the occafion 
and had not Jong finiflied it, when 

-you knocked at the door. — One of 
hie daughters, whofe voice you now 
hear, is come to welcome his return j 

and as all the family have a mufical 
turn, (he has taken up a guitar to 

accompany herfelf. — Nothing can at 

^is moment, exceed the tranfport of 

4:he .father, after experiencing for fo 
V 3 manr 
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many years, the feverity of ill-fortune^ 
to find Kimfelf, at lart, houfed in fe- 
curity under his children'^s roof.— 

— You paint the ftory, returned Ij 
as one who ftrongly fympathized in 
the general joy.— You might well 
call it a fccne to intereft the Feel- 
f;;^^.j_on my foul, it hath played the 
tJeuce with mine, — infomuch, that I 
would aimoft give one cy^, to peep 
through a key-hole with the other, 
and obtain a glimpfc of thefe happy 
people, without intruding on their 
delicious moments. — 

Why that. Sir, continued the land- 
lord, 1 could gratify you in,— ^as there 
can be no breach cither of hofpitality, 
or honour, in exhibiting die merits 
of one*s friends, when their aftions 
may not only bear the view, but 
claim the applaufe of the world.-^ 
t The 
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IThe little room where they arc, has 
a glaft folding-door, with a curtain 
-drawn only acrofs the lower half of 
-it,— if you will give yourfelf the trou- 
• ble to ftep up with nic, on the fecond 
ftair*, you may, unperccivcd, look over 
it, and indulge your curiofity, 

—I would not have mifled the 
light for all I fhall ever be worth on 
this fide the grave! — ^^It fhewcd mc 
ib lovely a Family-Picture, as bid 
defiance to all the efforts of arti— 
«vcn the pencil of a Raphael,— -a 
Titian,— or a Guido, would have 
failed in the attenapt — 'for it was 
drawn, and coloured, by a greater 
hand J — by tky inimitable hand, Q 
NATtJkB ! — who flialt cv^r, to the laft 
;page I write, remain the ebjtd: of my 
Adoration !— 

— *1 wi Ihed a thoufand times, my 
P 4 dear 
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dear Jenny, that thy benevolent heart 
could have enjoyed it with me ! — but 
I will give you fonne idea, how the 
canvafs was difpofed, and your lenfi- 
bility will paint the reft. — 

Inrtagine the whole fannily grouped 
round the table on which they had 
fupped, — in foil view tocfore me con- 
ceive the portrait of the father ; whofe 
features wore the traces of age, and 
infirmity, poflibly fomewhat ftrength- 
ened by the farrows of life, but 
whofe countenance was at the fame 
tinne brightened by fo placid an eye, 
as indicated a mind fuperior to them ' 
ail-!— On either fide of him, fathija 
good fons, — and next to them, his 
wife, the faithful partner of his af- 
fliftions. — Oppofite to her, appeared 
the vacant chair from whence I had 
fo abruptly fummoned my cond-uftor, 

who 
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■wlao now flood by me, — while the 
daughter ,whofe voice I had heard 
from below, and the friendly n>iftrcfs 
of the houfe, who had prepared thena 
this little . entertainment, filled up the 
renuinder of this happy circle. 

The daughter was ilill fingirig to 
her guitar — they were foothing, 
plaintive notes ; — but my mind was 
too occupied Xo attend to founds — 
it was watching the charafters which 
compofed this Tingular picture, and 
marking attentively the expreflions^ 
qf cordiality and love, which, dur- 

H iug the fong, were feot from eye to 
eye. — Often did the good old man 
caft looks of tranlport on each of his 
family, one .after the other, — then 
•fix his attention on his <:hildj whofe 
^oice was welcoming his return, — 
ovhile, at intervals, his hands and 

eves 
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^es were uplifted, ift filent gratitude, 
to that PaoVidenoe who had, after 
trials To fevere, at laft brought Km 
home iii peacd.*— 

— As foon as the fong was ended, 
rhe beckoned Tiis daughter to ap- 
pfdacH him.; — when, taking her by 
the arm, he gently puHed her down 
to his cheek, and hid his fslce in her 
neck. — The miftrefs of the houfc 
now pufbed neafer to him, a glafs of 
wine, which had been poured out, 
^nd had long flood before him, un- 
'regarded, oh the table; — he pla- 
cidly drank it off; and furveying all * 
around him, with a look of mcafure- 
lefs contentment, ftretthed out his 
hands on his two fons, who were be- 
fide him, which were inftantly preffcd 
in' theirs with the utmoft fervor; — 
while, in their f^jatures, were pic- 
tured 
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tured ^11 tliafe deUcafe ematibhs cC 
the bdart, whieh NAtuAe has alone 
chtrufted to the human cotsritenance 
to cxpfrefs, and which thfe effort's of 
language are far ido feeble to cotl- 

— '" Relieve me, my dear Jennyj 
there Was not a dry eye in all the r6oni>; 
— - Hay, and I might add, on the ftairs 
Jieicher— for 1 more than once, obferv- 
*ed my honeft tobacconift pafs his hand 
before his face.— ^ 

— There are tears o^pleajun as welf- 
, as tears of dijlrejs I — the latter are ej:- 
cited by our own fufferings, -^ th'e for- 
mer are the involuntary tribute which 
S£nJihtHty pays to Virtue /— ^ 

I lament, faid I, turning round td 
fny companion, that this PICTURE 
you have fhewn me, which glows with 
£o many iovelj tints that afFe£tioa 

hath 



Txath fprcad over it, Ihould be con- 
cealed in your litde apartment,— it 
ought to be exhibited to the Public^ 
*-^the view of it might fervc to con- 
firm the Good, and fhame the Un- 
feeling! — Nor could I quit the fcenc 
I had been contemplating, without 
breathing this benediftion over it: 

— Heaven profper you, children of 
Virtud -^ nay, and it will profper 
yx)u, — for you have given the world 
a noble example of filial piety !— and 
if ioft in its diflipations, it Ihould 
overlook the unurged claims you 
have on it, — yet have you treafured 
t^p'in your own bofoms, thofe enviable 
:fcelings of confcious redlitude, which 
it never can take from you, — and 
which, without hearts like yours, it 
hath not in its power to beflow ! — 
J walked home with fo light and 

Jhee<3]cfe 
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Heedlefs a foot, by having my mind 
totally occupied with all I had juft been 
fpeftator of, that I ran againft h^lf a 
dozen pofts, and at leaft treble as 
many paflengers^, — 

I pity, from my foul, the gloomy 
temperament of the Satyrift, whofe 
delight is to view only the unfavour- 
able 

* It having: come to my knowledge, that all 
; the parties, excepting §ne, from whom thir 
Scene of Nature was sketcheDj are ilill 
cxifting— Death having only wiped from the 
canvafs the aged Father,— and as I have found 
that many of my Readers have been intp relied 
by this Family-picture ; I efteem it a tri- 
bute due to the charaders of the Sons, who fo 
much embellifh. the Piece, to fay they are the 
children of the late Mr. Plenius, well known 
in the mufical world; and particularly for his 
invention of that complicated inftrument the 
Lyrichord, ' ' 
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able fide of life. — The imperfej^iony 
of humanity m^y never le^ve his 
fpleen deftitutc of a fihbjefti—yec I 
am inclined to believe, for the hoHOur 
of Providence and Nature, tth^ 
there ever has been a proportiopate 
de<yree of benevolence in the worlc|». 
— Thofe virtues that moft adi^rn^ and* 
endear fociety, are confined to a li- 
mited circle. — Could we Heal in on 
the privacies of domcftic life, I am 
confident we, ftfeuld fee many more 
anions and cbarat^ters to admire, and- 
refpeft, than we are in general; inclined: 
to fuppofe.— 

When I arrived at my lodgings. La. 
Pierre met me in the paflage with a 
countenance th^r, quicker than his 
tonsue, told me, all was well — and= 
that my eld borfe had performed the- 
journey — a merveilks. 



My trufty Valet had made the beft' 
arrangement fee could of every things 
in my apartment, ttt- My Sea-Bifcuit^ 
my Capillaire, and my Slippers,, 
which conftitute a part of his evening 
fcrvice, were all placed in order; — 
fo that I had nothing to do, but to 
fwallow a mouthful of refreflimenr, 
enquire of him the trivial occurren- 
ces of the road, and retire to my 
chamber, 

— 1 do not recolleft, in all my lif^, 
to have ever pafled a more delicious 
night i — for I flept till late the next, 
morning, without the fmalleft inter- 
riuption, — and arofe in the fined fpirics 
imaginable: — Nor will. I ever be ptr- 
fuaded, to this moment, that it was ^ 
half fo much occafioned by the eser- 
cife^ and fatigue, of the preceding 

days 
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day, — as it was, by my having gone* 

tO bed— IN PERFECT GOOD HUMOUR- 
WITH THE WORLD. 
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